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2 Pers iii. 11. . 
1 then, that all theſe ak 
be difſolved,—what manner f per- 
 fons ought Je to. be in all. boly com>. 
veoerſation and godlingſs.? looking and 
 baftening unto the coming of Cod. 


, HE ſubject upon which St. 
1 Peter is diſcourſing in this 
chapter, is the certainty of Chriſt's 
coming to judge the world and the 
words of the text are the moral ap- 
plication he draws from the repre- 
ſentation he gives of it, —in which, 

in anſver ro the cavils of the ſcaſſers 
Vor- V. B 


2 SERMON XV. 
in the latter days, concerning the 


delay of his coming. —he tells them, 


that God is not ſlack concerning his 
promiſes, as ſome men count ſlack- 


neſs, but is long ſuffering to us 


ward; —that the day of the. Lord will 
eme as @ thief in ibe night, in which 
the heavens ſball paſs away with a 
great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt 


with fervent beat, the earth alſo, and 


the works that are therein ſhall be burnt 
#p.—Secing then, ſays he, all theſe 


things ſhall be diſſolved, what man- 


ner of perſons ought ye to be in all 
holy converſation and godlineſs ?— 
 Theinferenceis unavoidable,—atleaſt 
in theory, however it fails in prac- 
tice how widely theſe two differ, 
L intend to make the ſubject of this 


"xj 


SERMON” XV. 3 
diſcourſe 3 and though it is a melin 
_ choly compariſon, to conſider, © what: 

manner of perſons we really are,” with 
what manner of perſons we ought to 
be,” yet as the knowledge of the one, is 
at leaſt one ſtep towards the improve- 
ment in the other, — the parallel will 
Sire me leave, therefore, in the 
firſt place; to recal to your obſerva- 
tions, What Kind of world it is we. 


live in, and what manner of perſons 85 8 


we really * 


Secondly, and in 1 W li 
I'ſhall make uſe of the apoſtle's ar- 


gument, and from a brief repreſent- 


ation of the Chriſtian religion, and 
the obligations it lays upon us, new, 
= B 2 


4 SERMON XV. 
what manner of perſons we ought to 
be in all holy converſation and god- 
lineſs, looking for and haſtening unto 
the coming of the day of God. 


:. Whoever takes a viewof the work 

will, I fear, be able. to diſcern, but 

very faint marks of this - character, 

either upon the looks or actions of 

its inhabitants. Of all the ends and 

| purſuits we. are looking for, and haſten- 
ing unto, — this would be the leaſt 
fuſpected.— for wirhout running into 
that old Sela eber cant upon the 
wickednels of the age, we may ſay 
within the *bounds of truth, —that 
there is as little irifluence*from this 

| principle which: the apoſtle lays ſtreſs 
on, and as little ſenſe of religion, — 

-as ſmall a ſhare of virtue (at leaſt as 


SERMON XV. " & 
| little of the appearance of it) as can 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all in a country 
| where it is countenanced by the 


ſtate,—The degeneracy of the times, 
has been the common complaint of 
many ages :—how much we exceed 
our forefathers in this, is known alone. 
to that God who trieth the hearts. 
But this we may be allowed to urge 
in their favour, they ſtudied at leaſt» 
to preſerve the appearance of vir- 
tue; - public vice was branded with 
public infamy, and obliged to hide 
ies head in privacy and: retirement, 
The ſervice of God was regularly 
attended, and religion not: expoſed to 
' the reproaches of · the ſcorne. 
How the caſe ſtands with us at 
preſent in each of theſe particulars, ie. 
B 3 
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6 'SERM on v. 
is grievous to report, and perhaps un- 
acceptable to religion herſelf; yet as 

this is a ſeaſon wherein it is fit. we 
ſhauld be told of our faults, let us 
for a moment impartially conſider 


the articles of this charge. 


And firſt, concerning the great 
article of religion, and the influence 
it has at preſent upon the lives and 
bebaviour of the preſent times 3— 


Concerning which I have ſaid, that if 


we are to truſt appearances, there is 
as little as can well be ſuppoſed to 


- exiſt ar all in a chriſtian country. — 


Here I ſhall ſpare exclamations, and 


. avoiding all common place railing 


upon the ſubject, confine myſelf to 
facts, ſuch as every one who, loo 


out into the world, and makes any 


SERMoN xv. Yy 
dbſervations at all, will vouch for 


me. 


Now whatever are the degrees of 


real religion amongſt us,—whatever 


they are, the appearances are ſtrong 
t, the” charitable fide of the 


- 


11 e is any 7 to * 
found, one would think it would be 


amongſt thoſe of the higher rank in 
life, whoſe education and opportu- 
nities of knowing its great import- 
| ance, ſhould have brought them over 
to its intereſt, and rendered them as 
firm in the defence of it, as eminent 
in its example.— But if you examine 
the fact, you will almoſt find ita teſt 


of a politer education and mark of 
| B 4 


1 R MON XV. 

more ſhining parts, to xnow nn 
and indeed, care nothing at all about 
it: —or if the ſubje& happens to 
engage the attention of a few of the 
more ſprightly wits,—that it ſerves 
no other purpoſe, but that of being 
made merry at, and of being re- 
ſerved, as a ſtanding jeſt to enliven 
diſcourſe, when conyerfation ſickens 
upon their n | 


This i is too fore an evil not to be 
obſerved amongſt perſons of all ages, 
in what is called higher life; and ſo 
early does the contempt of this great 
concern begin to ſhew itſelf—thariit is 
no uncommon thing to hear perfons 
difputing againſt religion, and raifing 
cavils againſt the Bible, at an age 
when ſome of them would be hard 


=p melancholy argument of a general 


S ERM ON XV. 9 
ſet to read a chapter in it And 
may add, that of thoſe whoſe ſtock in 
| knowledge is ſome what larger, that for 

the moſt part it has ſcarce any other 
foundation to reſt on bur the finking 
credit of traditional and ſecond-hand 
objections againſt revelation, which 
find anſwered and confuted a thouſand 
times over. But this by the way. 
If we take a view of the pub- 
lic worſhip of Almighty God, and 
obſerve in what manner it is Teve+ 
renced by perſons in this dank of life, 
whoſe” duty it is to ſet an exam- 
ple to the poor and i ignorant, we mall 


find concurring evidence upon this 3 


want of all outward demonſtration of 


70 SERMON XV. 
a ſenſe of our duty towards God, as'if 
religion was a bulineſs fit only to em- 
ploy tradeſmen · and mechanics - and 
the ſalvation of our ſouls, a concern 
utterly below; the conſideration of a 
perſon of figure and conſequenee.— 

I ſhall ſay nothing at preſent of the 
lower ranks of mankind—though they 
have not yet got into the faſhion of 
laughing at religion, and treating it 
with ſcorn and contempt, and I be- 
lieve are too ſerious a ſet of creatures 
exer to come. into it; yet we are not 
to imagine but that the contempt 
| it is held in by thoſe whoſe examples 
they are too apt to imitate, will in 
time utterly ſhake their principles, 
and render them, if not as prophane, 
at leaſt as corrupt as their better 


S ERMON XV. 17 
When this event happens and we 
begin to feel the effects of it in our 
dealings with them, thoſe who have 
done the miſchief will find the neceſ- 
ſity” at laſt of turning religious in 
their own defence, and for vant of a 
better principle, to ſet an example of 
piety and good torals for their © own 
-intereſt and convenience — 25 300 


Thus much for the kn | janguilhing 
ſtate of religion in the preſent age j— 
in virtue and good tnorals perhaps the 
account may ſtand e r 


Let us inquire 5 

And here, I acknowledge, chat en 
unexperienced man, Who heard how, 
loudly we all talked in behalf of virtur 
and moral honeſty, 10d how unani 


te: SERMON XV. 
mous we were all in our cry againſt 
vicious characters: of all denomina- 
tions, wopld be apt haſtily to con- 
clude, that the whole world was in an 
uproar about tand that there was 
ſo general - a horror and deteſtation 
of vice amongſt us, that mankind 
vVere all aſſociating. ande eg hunt 
it out of the world, and. give it no- 
quarter.— This I own would be a na- 


tural concluſion for any one wh only i 
truſted his ears upon this ſubject— *1 
But-as matter of fact is allowed better 
| evidence than bear-ſay—let us ſe in 
the preſent how the one caſe | is con- 
tradidied by the other. 

"However vehement we approve 
ourſelves i in diſcourſe againſt vice—T | 
believe no one is ighorant that the re- 


SE RM ON XV. 33 
ception ĩt actually meets with is very 
different - the conduct and behaviour 
of che world is ſo oppoſite to their 
language, and. all we hear ſo contra- 
dicted by what we ſee, as to leave 
little room to. queſtion which ſenſe. 
ve are to truſt. : 


Look, beſeech you, among cho ' 
whoſe” higher ſtations ae made a 
ſhelter for the "liberties they take, 
you wil ſee, that no- man's character 

is ;ſo.. infamous, nor any woman's fo 
abandoned, as not to be viſited and 
admitted freely into all companies, 
. and; if the party can pay for it, even 
publicly to be courted, careſſed, and 
flattered.— If this will not overthrow 

the credit of our virtue,—take a ſhort 
view of the general decay of it, from 


1 


n= SERMON IV. 
che faſhionable exceſſes of the age. 
in favour of. which there ſeems to 
be formed ſo ſtrong a party, that a 
man of ſobriety, temperance, and 
regularity, ſcarce knows how-to ac · 
commodate himſelf to the ſociety- he 
lives in, — and is oft as much at a loſs 
how and where to diſpoſe of him- 

ſelf ; and unleſs you ſuppoſe a mix- 
ture of conſtancy in his temper, it 
is great odds but ſuch a one would 


be ridiculed, and laughed out of his 


ſeruples and his virtue at the ſame 
time ;—to ſay nothing of occaſional 
rioting, chambering, and wanton- 
neſs. —Conlider how many public 
markets are eſtabliſhed merely for the 
ſale of virtue, —where the manner of 
going, too ſadly indicates the inten- 


SERMON XV. 15 
tion; — and the diſguiſe each is under, 
not only gives power ſafely to drive 
on the bargain, but too often tempts 
to carry it into execution too.— 
This ſinning under diſguiſe, I own, 
ſeems to carry ſome appearance of a 
ſecret homage to virtue and decorum, 
and might be acknowledged as ſuch, 
was it not the only public inſtance 
the world ſeems to give of it. In 
other caſes, a juſt ſenſe of ſhame 
ſeems a matter of ſo little concern, 
that inftead of any regularity of be- 
haviour, you ſee thouſands who are 
tired with the very form of it, and 
who at length have even thrown the 
maſk of it aſide, as a uſeleſs piece of 
incumbrance.— This I believe will 
need no evidence, . it is too evidently 
WE 


16 SERMON XV. 
ſeen in the open liberties taken every 
day, in defiance. (not to ſay of reli- 
gion) but of decency and common 
good manners; —ſo that it is no un- 
common thing to | behold vices, 
which heretofore were committed- 
only. in dark corners, now openly 
ſnew their face in broad day, and oft 
times with ſuch an air of triumph, as 
if che party thought he was doing 
himſelf honour,—or that he thought 
the deluding an unhappy creature, 
and the keeping her in a ſtate of guilt, 
was as neceſſary a piece of gran- 
deur as the keeping an equipage,— 
and did him as much credit as any 
Uther appendage of his fortune,— 
If we paſs on from the vices to 
the indecorums of the age (which is: 


-- 


SERMON XV. ty 
a ſofter name for vices) you will 
ſcarce ſee any thing, in what is called 
higher life, but what-beſpeaks 4 ge- 
neral relaxation of all-order and dif. 
cipline, in which our opinions as 
well as manners ſeem to be ſet looſe 
from all reſtraints ;—and, in truth, 
from all ſerious reflections too: 
and one may venture to ſay, that 
gaming and extravagance, to the utter 
ruin of the greateſt, eſtates, minds 
diſſipated with diverſions, and heads 
giddy with a, perpetual rotation of 
them, are the moſt general characters 
to be met with; and though one 
would expect, that at leaſt the more 
ſolemn ſeaſons of the year, ſet apart 
for the contemplation of Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings, ſhould give ſome check and 
Vor. V. | WP | 
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countendnce to foltlies and weikneſs, 
which youth is but too apt to run 
into without fuck a recommendation, 
— Surely age,—which is but one re- 
move from death, ſhould have no- 
thing about it, but what looks like a 
decent preparation for it. In purer 
times it was the caſe, but now. 
grey hairs themſelves ſcarce ever ap- 
pear, but in the high mode and 
Aanting garb of youth,——with heads 
as full of pleafurc, and clothes as 
ridiculouſly, and as much in the 
faſhion, as the perſon who wears them 
is uſually grown out of it: - upon 
which article give me leave to make 
a ſhort reflection; which is this, that 
whenever the eldeſt equal theyoungeſt | 
C 2 


20 SERMON xv. 
in the vanity of their dreſs, there is 
no reaſon to be given for it, but that 

they equal them, if not ſurpaſs them, 
in che vanity of their nc | 
But this by the by. — 

Though in truth the beten 


falls in with the main intention of 
this diſcourſe,—which i is not framed 


We fatter our follies, or touch them 


with a light hand, but plainly to 
point them out; that by recalling to 
your mind, what manner of perſons 
we really are, I might better lead 
zou to the apoſtle's inference, of 
what manner of perſons ye ought to 
be, in all holy converſation and god- 
lineſs? looking for, and haſtening 
unto the coming of the day of God, — 


SERMON xv. =» 


The apoſtle, in the concluding 


verſe of this argument, exhorts, that 
they who look for ſuch things be 
diligent, that they be found of him 
in peace, without ſpot, and blame- 
leſs; — and one may conclude with 
him, that if the hopes or fears, either 
the reaſon or the paſſions of men 
are to be wrought. upon at all, it 
muſt be from the force and influence 
of this "awakening conſideration in 
| the text :—* That all theſe things 

| ſhall be diſſolved, „chat this vaip 

and periſhable ſcene muſt change, 
that we who now: tread the. ſtage, 
muſt ſhortly be ſummoned away ;— 
that we are creatures but of a day, 
haſtening unto the phe fun whe 

C 2 US 
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2 SERMON AV. 
de falk returm no more; chat whilſt 
ve are Here; —ovr cod and befra- 
viobr is minntely. obferved;—thar 
there is a Being about our paths and 
about our beds, whoſe omnĩſcient 
eye ſpies out all our ways, and takes 


z faichfuf record of alt the paſſages 


of our Fives ;—that theſe volumes 
thalf be produced and opened, and 
men halt be judged out of the things 
that are written in them ;—thar with g 
out reſpeck of perſons, we ſhall be 
| made accountable for our thoughts, 
our words and actions to this greateſt 
and beſt of Brings, before whoſe 
judgment-feat we muſt - finalty ap- 
pear, and receive the things dbne in 
the body, whether they are-good; or 


SERMOR Av. 23 
That to add to the terror of it. 
this. day of the Lord will come upon 
un like a thief in the night of that 
hour no one knowetli ;>-that. we are 
not ſure of its being ſuſpended one 
day or one hour; or, what is the ſame 
caſe,—that we are. ſtanding upon the 
edge of a precipice, with nothing 
but the ſingle thread of human life 
to hold us up ;—and that if we fall 
a unprepared in this thoughtleft ſtate, 
we are Toft, ad mut an ** 
exermore. 
ty At id of float . | 
to be, üpon theſe principles 6f our 
religion, St. Peter has told us, in all 
' holy converſation and godtinefs — 
and 1 that only temind, how dif. 
ferent 4 frame of mind, the leoking 
C4 


24 SERMON XV. _ | 
for, and hiaftening unto the coming 
of God, under ſuch a life, is, from 
that of ſpending-our days in vanity, 
and our years in pleaſure, — 


Give me leave, therefore, to con- 
clude in chat merciful warning, which 
our Saviour, the judge himſelf, hath 
given us, at the cloſe of hs lame 
| exhortation,— e 


| Take heed' to NE IG leſt at 
| any time your hearts be over-charged 
with ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and 
the cares of this life z—and ſo that 
day come upon you unawares ;—for 
as a ſnare ſhall it come upon all that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth, — 
Watch therefore, and pray always, . 
that ye may be accounted worthy to 


SERMON xv. 23 
eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come 
to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son 
of man, Which may God of his 
mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. | 


SERMON VI. 
5 ST. PETER Character, 


Aens M. 12. 

And ben Peter h it, he anfioered 
mis theprophe, Ie men of Yrarh , 
maruel ye as this M why, lack ye fb 
earmſputy on ur, as. though. by aur : 


Doemer or balingſs 
nan to walk 7 


VHESE words, 29 — ret 
the ae his e cure 
of the lume man, who wes laid at the 
gate of the tamꝑle, and, in che begin- 
ning of this chapter, nud aſhes an 


28 SERMON XVE. 


alms of St. Peter and St. John, as 
they went up together at the hour of 
prayer; on whom St. Peter faſten- 
ing his eyes, as in the 4th verſe, and | 
declaring he had 1 ſuch relief to 
give him as he expected, having nei- 
ther ſilver nor gold, —but that ſuch 
as he had, the benefit of that divine 
power which he had received from 
his Maſter, he would impart to him, — 
he commands him forthwith, 'in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth; to 
rife up and walk.—And he took him 
by the hand and lifted him up, and 
immediately his feet and ancle-bones 
received ſtrength; and he leaped up, 
ſtood and walked, and entered with 
them. into * n AC ny 


SERMON XYI. 29 

It ſeems he had been born lame, 
had paſſed a whole life of deſpair, | 
without hopes of ever being reſtored ; 
| —ſo' that the immediate ſenſe of 
ſtrength and activity communicated 
to him at once, in ſo ſurpriſing and 
. unſought-for a manner, caſt him into 
the tranſport of mind natural to a 
man ſo benefited beyond his expecta - 
tion — So that the amazing inſtance 
of a ſupernatural power the noto- 
riety of fact, wrought at the hour of 
prayer; — the unexceptionableneſs of 
the object. that it was no impoſture, 
—for they knew that it was he which 
ſat for alms at the Beautiful gate of 
the temple ;—the unfeigned expreſ- 
Gons of an enraptured heart almoſt 
| beſide itſelf; confirming the whole 1 


go SERMON XVI. 
the man that was healed, in the 1oth | 

verſe, holding his benefaftors, Peter 
| and John, entering into the temple 
with them, walking and leaping, and 
prailing God; - the great concourſe = 
of people, drawn together by this 
event, in the 11th verſe, for they all 
Tan unto them; into the porch that 
was called Solomon's, greatly won- 
dering. Sure never was ſuch a fair 
| opportunity for an ambitious \mind 
to have cſabliſhed a character of ſu- 
perior goodneſs and power.— To a 
man ſet upon this world, who ſought 
his own praiſe and honour, what an in- 
vitation would it have been to have 
turned theſe circumſtances to ſuch a 
purpoſe to have fallen in with the 
2 pallions of an aſtoniſhed and wary 


SERMON XVI 3. 
_city, prapoſſeſſed, from what had hap» 


pened, fo ſtrongly in his favour al- 
ready, that liede art or management 
was requiſite to have improved their 
wonder and good opinion into the 
higheſt teyerence of his ſanctity, awe 
of his perſon, or whatever other belief 
ſhould be neceſſary to feed his pride, 
or ſerve ſecret ends of glory and in- 
tereſt, —A mind not fufficiently mor- 
dfied to the world, might have been 
tempted here to have taken rhe ho- 
nour due to God and transferred it to 
himſelf. He nught — not ſb—a $f 
ciple of Chriſt: for when Petet faw is, 
en he fey the properifity in chem 
do be miſſed on this occaſlon, be ans 
| fwrered and faid unto the people, in the 
words of the text, Ve men of Iſratli 
| 8 


22 SERMON XVI. 
why marvel ye at this? or why look 
you ſo earneſtly on us, as though by 
our own power and holineſs we had 
made this man to walk ?—the God of 
Abraham, and of Iſaac, and of Jacob, - 
the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
his ſon Jeſus, _— . 


O holy, and bleſſed 1 1 


How would thy meek and morti- 
fied ſpirit ſatisfy itſelf in uttering ſo 
humble and fo juſt a declaration ?— 
What an honeſt triumph wouldſt thou 


taſte the ſweets of,—in thus con- 
quering thy paſſion of vain glory. — 
keeping down thy pride, —diſclaim- 
ing the praiſes which ſhould have fed 
ir, by telling the wondering ſpecta- 
tors, It was not thy own power,—it 


SER MON: XVI. 33 
was not thy own holineſs, which had 
wrought this, thou being of like 
paſſions and infirmities; — but that it 
was the power of the God of Abra- 
ham, — the holineſs of thy dear Lord; 
whom they crucified, operating by 
faith through thee, who waſt but an 
inſtrument in his hands,—If thus ho- 
neſtly declining honour, which the 
occaſion ſo amply invited thee to 
take ;—if this would give more ſatis- 
faction to a mind like thine, than the 
loudeſt praiſes of a miſtaken people, 
what true rapture would be added to 


it from the refle&ion,—that in this 

inſtance of ſelf-denial—thou hadſt not 

only done well, —but, what was ſill a 

more endearing thought, that thou 

hadſt been able to copy the example 
Vol. V. 1 
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tion of his life, ſought ever his own 
praiſe, but on the contrary, declined 
all poſſible occaſions of it and in 
the only public inſtance: of honour 
Which he ſuffered to be given him in 
his entrance into Jeruſalem,. thou 
didſt remember, —it was accepted 
with ſuch a mixture of humility, that 
the predictian af the prophet was not 
mort exactly fulfilled in the hoſannas 
af the multitude, than in the meck- 
neſs wherewth he received them, 
lowly and fitting upon an aſs.— How. 
could a diſciple fail of profiting by the 
example of ſo humble a maſter, whole, 
whole courſe of life was a particular 
lecture to this virtue, and, in every 
inſtance of it, ſhewed plainly he came 
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ner to hare cthe-pride- and glories:of | 
life, br gvacify the carnal etpodbaridn 
of ambitious fotlowersz which, AH 
he affected external pomp, he+-might 
hard accompliſhed, by engtoſſing, ds 
he could have done by a word, all the 
ficherof xe world; and by the ſpten- 
dour ot his court, and dignity of his 
perion, had been greater thin; Solos 
mon in all his glory; and have, Þv« 
tracted the applauſe and admirative - 
of the world: this . every. diſciple 
knew was in his power z——10 that the 
meanneſs of his birth, — the toils and 
poverty of his life, the low offices 
in which he was engaged, by preach- 
ing the goſpel to the poor the num- - 
berleſs dan gers and inconveniencies 


attending the execution, —were all vo- 
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| lontary,—This- humble choice both 
of i friends. and family out of the 
menneſt of the people, — amongſt 
whom he appeared rather as a ſervant 
than a maſter, coming not, as he often 
told them, to be miniſtered unto, but 
to miniſter.— and as the prophet had 
ſoretold in that mournful deſeription 
of him, having no form nor comeli- 
_ neſs,” not any boy. that we > ſhould : 
deſire him.— 

How could a Alpl you'll ſay, 
reflect without benefit on this ami- 
able character, with. all the other 
tender pathetic Proofs of humility, : 
which his memory would ſuggeſt had 
happened of a piece with it, in the 
courſe of his maſter's life ;—but par- 
ticylarly at the concluſion and great 
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cataſtrophe of i it —at his crucifixion ; 
the impreſſions of which could never 
be forgotten. — When life full of 
ſo many engaging inſtances of humi- 
lity, was crowned with the moſt en- 
dearing one of humbling himſelf to 
the death of the croſs, - the death of 

a ſlave and a malefactor,.—ſuffering 
himſelf to be led like. a lamb to the 
ſlaughter, dragged to Calvary with- 
out oppoſition. or complaint, and as 
a ſheep before his ſhearer is dumb, 
opening not his mouth. — 

O bleſſed Jeſus ! well might᷑ a diſ- 
ciple of thine learn of thee to be meek 
and lowly of heart, as thou exhortedſt 
them all, for thou waſt meek and 
lowly :— well might they profit, 
when ſuch a leſſon was ſecosded by 

D 3 2 
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ſuch an examples !—It is nos e be 
doubted hat force this muſt have 
bad[on the actions of thoſe. who. were 
ajzenganss, and conftans. fallowers of 
our Sauiour on earth a the meek- 
nels; of his temper in the occurrences 
it at his: death, who, though he was 
able to call don legions of angels to 
his reſcue, ot by. a. fe act of omni- 
potence. to have. deſtroyed his cne- 
mies; yet ſuppreſſed his almighty 
power, — neither reſented—or reveng- 
ed the indignity doge him, but pa- 
| i nd je Gi TO" 
but that every eye wirneſs of wa 


muſt have been wrought upon, in 
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ſome degree, as the apoſtle, to les 
the ſame mind be in him which 
alſo was in Chriſt Jeſus. Not wilt 
ir be diſputed how: much of the ha- 
pour of St. Peter's behaviour in the 
preſent: tranſactian might be: ewing 
to the impraſſiona he received, an 
that memorable occaſion of his Lord 8 
death, ſinking ſtill deeper, from the 
affecting remembrance of the many 
inſtances his maſter had given of this 
engaging virtue in the, courſe of his | 
life. — 


St. peter min was of a warm 
and ſenſible nature, as we may col- 
lect from the ſacred writings,—a 
temper fitreſt to receive all the ad- 
vantages which ſuch impreſſſons could 


give;—and therefore, as it is a day 
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and place ſacred to this great apoſtle, 
it may not be unacceptable, if 1 
engage the remainder of your time, 
in à ſhort eſſay upon his character, 
principally as it relates to this par- 
ticular diſpoſition of heart, which is 
the de gee of the diſcourſe.— | 
This great apoſtle was a man of 
diſtinction athongſt the diſciples, 
—and was "one of ſuch virtues 
and qualifications, as ſeemed to have 
| recommended him more than the 
advantage of his years, or Know- 
. ledge. — 8 


On his farſt admiſlion to our Sari. 
our's acquaintance, he gave a moſt 
evident teſtimony that he was a man 


of real and tender goodacſs, when 


- 


+> 
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being awakened by the miraculous 
draught of the fiſhes, as we read in the 
fifth of St. Luke, and knowing the 
author muſt neceſſarily be from God, 
he fell down inſtantly at his feet,. 
broke out into this humble and pious 
reflection; Depart from me, for I 
am a ſinful man, O Lord !—The 
cenſure, you will ſay, ex preſſes him a 
ſinful man,—but ſo to cenſure him- | 

ſelf, —with ſuch unaffected modeſty, 
implies mare effectually than any 
thing elſe could, that he was not 
in the common ſenſe of the word,— - 
a ſinful, but a good man, who, like 
the publican in the temple, was no 
leſs juſtified, for a ſelf. accuſation ex · f 
torted merely from the humility of 
Aa mee its own im- 
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perfections.— And though the words, 
depart from me, carry in them the 
fact of fear,— yet he who heard 
chem, and knew the heart of the 
ſpeaker, found they carried in them 
4 greater meaſure of deſire.— For 
Peter was not willing to be diſcharged 
from his new gueſt, but fearing his 
_ unfitnefs to accompany Him, longed 
to be made more worthy of his con- 
verſation,—A meek and' modeſt dif- 
truſt of himſelf, ſeemed to have had! 
no ſmall ſhare, at that time, in his 
natural temper and complexion ; and 
though it would be greatly improved, 
and no doubt much better principled 
larged above, in his commerce and 
obſervation: wit his Lord and 
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maſter, yet it appears to dave-baen 
an early aud diſt inguiſhing part ef 
his chara@er,,-An; inflance of this, 
though little in itfelf, and omitted 
by che other evangpliſts, is proſervod 
by St. John, in his accopne of our 
Saviour's girding himſelf with. a:nap+ 
kin, and waſhing the difcigles. fert; 
to, which, office, not one of them ia 
tion: But when he came to. Simon 
Peter, the Exangeliſt tells, — Peter 
ſaid to him, Doſt They, waſh. my 
feet ? Jeſus: ſaid, unto him, What I 
do, thou knoweſt not now, but-ſhalt 
knowhereafter-—Peter ſaid to him. 
Thou ſhalt never waſh my feet. 


Humility for a moment triumphed 


over his ſubmiſſion, —and he expoſe 
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tulates wich him upon ir, vin all the 
earneſt and tender oppoſition- which 
was natural to a humble heart, con- 
founded with . ſhame, that his Lord 
and maſter ſhould inſiſt to do ſo 
mean and painful an af Ervitude | 
to him.— 


l would: ſooner form a judgment 
of s a'man's temper from his behaviour 
on ſuch little occurrences of life, as 
theſe, than from the more weighed 
and important actions, where a man 
is more upon his guard has more 
| preparation to diſguiſe the true diſ- 
poſition of his heart, and more 
temptation when dif 3 to impoſe 
it on others. — 


This management was no part of 
Peter's character, who, witk all the 
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real and unaffected ; humility which: | 


he ſhewed, was poſſeſſed: of ſuch 2 
quick ſenſibility and prompfnęſs of 
nature, which utterly. unfitted hie 
for art and premeditation f though 


this particular caſt of temper had its 


diſadvantages, at the ſame time, AS. 


it led him to an unreſeryed, diſcovery, | 


of the opinions and prejudices of his, 
heart, which he. was, wont to de- 


clare, and ſometimes in ſo, open and 


unguarded a manner, as expoſed him 
do the ſharpneſs of a rebuke where 
he could leaſt bear it.— 


1 take notice of 3 yeni it 
will help us in ſome meaſure to re- 
concile a ſeeming contradiction in his 
character, which will naturally occur 
here, from conſidering that grrat 


— 


* 
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and capmal fuiling of his life, when 
by a pfeſumptueus declaration of 
| his on fortitude, he fell into the 
diſgrace of denying his Lord; in both 
of which ht acted fo oppoſite to the 
character here given, that you will 
afk. Fo cvuld ſo hamble a mn 
4 you deſtribe ever have been guilty 
of ſo fetffuficlent and un guarded a 
vaunt, as that, though he ſhould 
die with his Maſter, —yet would he 
not deny him ?—Or whence, — chat ſo 
fneete and Honeſt a man was not 
better able to perform it'?— 

The caſe was this— | 

Our Lord, before he was betrayed, 
had taken occaſion to admoniſh his 
diſciples of the peril of lapſing, — tell - 


og 
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be offended becauſe of, me this 
night. To which Peter anſwering, 
with 4 teal mix'd-with too much 
confidenee, That though all ſhould 
be offended, yet will I ever 30 
ended; — to check this truſt in him · 
ſelf. our Saviour replies, that he in 
particular ſhould deny him. briat. 
| But Peter looking upon this moni · 
tion no farther than as it implied a 
reproach to his faith, and his leve, 
and his courage; — ſtung to the heart 
to have them called in queſtion by 
bis Lord, he haſtily ſummons them 
all up to form his final reſolution, — 
Though I ſhould die with thee, yes | 
will 1 not deny thee.—The reſolve 
was noble and dutiful to the laſt de- 
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257 gree,—and © 1 make no doubt as 
© honeſt 4 one—that is, both as juſt 
in the matter, and as ſincere in the 

intention, as ever was made by any 
af mankind z —his character not ſuf- 


l fering us to imagine be made i it in a 


1 braving diſſimulation: no; for he 
. proved himſelf ſufficiently in earneſt 


by his ſublequent- behaviour in the 
garden, 
againſt a whole band of men, and 
thereby made it appear; that he had 
leſs concern for his own life, than he 
| had for his maſter's ſafety, —How 
then came his reſolution to miſcarry ? 
— The reaſon ſeems purely this : — 


Peter grounded the execution of it 


upon too much confidence in him- 
ſelf.—doubted not but kis will was 


when he: drew his- ſword- 


; | OY — 1 at. 
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in his 3 power, whether God's grace 
aſſiſted him or not ;—ſurely thinking, 
that what he had courage to reſolve 
ſo honeſtly, he had likewiſe ability 
to perform. — This was his miſtake, — 

and though 1 it was a very great One,— 
yet was in ſome degree akin to a 
virtue, as it ſprung merely from a 
conſciouſneſs of his integrity and 
truth, and too adventurous a con- 
cluſion of what they would enable 
him to perform, on the ſharpeſt en- 
counters for his Maſter's lake : ſo 
that his failing in this point, was but 
a conſequence of this haſty and ill. 


conſidered reſolve; —and his Lord, _ 


rebuke and puniſh him for it, did | 
no other than leave him to his on 
firength to perform it ich, th 
Vo. V. E 
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effect, was almoſt the ſame as leaving 
him to the neceſſity of not perform- 
ing it at all.— Fhe great apoſtle had 
not conſidered, that he who precau- 
tioned him was the ſearcher of 
hearts, and needed not that any: 
ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew 
what was in man :—he did not re- 
member, that his Lord had ſaid be- 


fore, Without me ye can do no- 


thing that the exertions of all our 
faculties were under the power of his 
will: —he had forgot the knowledge 


of this needful truth, on this one un- 

happy juncture, —where he had ſo 

great a temptation to the contrary.— 

though he was full of the perſuaſion 

in every other tranſaction of his 

life. but moſt viſibly here in the 
I 


S ERMON XVI. 51 
text. - Where he breaks forth in the 
warm languape of a heart ſtill over- 
flowing with remembrance of this 
very miſtake he had once com- 
mitted; —Ye men of Iſrael, why mar- 
vel ye at this?—as though by our own 
power and holineſs we had wrought. 
this ?—TheGod of Abraham, of Iſaac, 
andof Jacob, the God of our fathers, - 
through faith in his name hath made 
this man whole, whom ye. ſee. and. 
know, | | | | 

This is the beſt anſwer J am able 
to make to this objection againſt the 
uniformity of the apoſtle's character 
which I have given: - upon which let 
it be added, —that was no ſuch apo- 
logy capable of being made in its 
behalf; - that the truth and regu» 

g KE 2 
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Jarity of a character i is not, injuſtice, 
to be looked upon as broken, from 
any one ſingle act or omiſſion 
which may ſeem a contradiction to it: 
—the beſt of men appear ſometimes _ 
to be ſtrange compounds of contra- 
dictory qualities: and were the acci- , 
dental overſights and folly of the 
wiſeſt man,—the failings and imper- 
fections of a religious man, — the haſty | 
acts and paſſionate words of a meek 
man; were they to riſe up in judg- 
ment againſt them, —and an ill- na- 
tured judge be ſuffered to mark in 
this manner what has been done 
amiſs —what character ſo unexcep- 
tionable as to be able to ſtand be- 
fore him ?—So that, with the candid F 
allowances which the infirmities of a a 
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man may claim when he falls, through 
ſurpriſe more than a premeditation, 
—one may venture upon the whale 
to ſum up Peter's character in a few 


words, —He was a man ſenſible in his 
nature,—of quick paſſions, tempered 
with the greateſt humility and moſt 
unaffected poverty of ſpirit that ever 
met in ſuch a character —So that in 
the only criminal inſtance of his life, 
vhich I have ſpoke to, you are at a loſs: 
which to admire moſt ; — the tender - 


neſs and ſenſibility of his ſoul, in be- 


ing wrought upon to repentance by 
a look from Jeſus ;—or the uncom- 


mon humility of it, which he reſtified 


thereupon, in the bitterneſs of his ſor- 

row for what he had done. —He was 

once preſumptuous in truſting to his 
E 3 
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 charadter was that of the moſt engag- 
ing meekneſfs, —diftruſtful.of himſelf 
and his abilities to the laſt degree. — 
He denied his maſter.— But in all 
inſtances 6f his life, but that, was 
a man of the greateſt truth and ſin- 
,cerity to which part of his cha- 
rater our Saviour has given an un- 
deniable teſtimony, in conferring on 
him the fymbolical name of Cephas, 
a a rock, 2 name the moſt expreſſive. 
of conſtancy and firmneſs.—_ 
He was a man of great love to his 
maſter, —and of no leſs zeal for his 
N religion, of which, from among many, 
I ſhall take one inſtance out of St. 
John, with which.I ſhallconclude this 


| 
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account. Where, upon the deſer- 
tion of ſeveral other diſeiples.— our 
Saviour puts the queſtion to the 
twelve, —Will ye alſo go away 2— 
Then, ſays the text, Peter anſwered 
and ſaid.— Lord] whither ſhall we 
g0? Thou haſt the words of eternal 
life, —and we believe, and know that ' 
thou art Chriſt the ſon of God. 
Now, if we look into the goſpel, we 
find what our Saviour pronounced on 
this-very-confeſſion. 


Bleſſed art thou. Simon Barjona, for 
fleſh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my father which is 
in heaven. That our Saviour had the 
words of eternal life, — Peter was able 
to deduce from principles of natural 


E 4 


reaſon; becauſe reaſon was able to 
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judge from the internal marks of his 
doctrine, that it was worthy God, and 
accommodated properly to advance 


human nature and human happineſs. 
—But for all this,—reaſon could not 
infallibly determine that the meſſen- 
ger of this doctrine was the Meſſias, 5 
the eternal ſon of the living God:. 
to know this required an illumina- 
tion ;—and this illumination, I ſay, 
ſeems to have been vouchſafed at that 
inſtant as a reward, —as would have 
been ſufficient evidence by itſelf of 
the diſpoſition of his heart.— 


I have now finiſhed this ſhort eſſay 
upon the character of St. Peter, not 
with a Joud panegyric upon the power 
of his keys, or a ranting encomium 

vpon ſome monaſtic qualifications, 
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with which a popiſh pulpit would 
ring upon ſuch an occaſion, without 
doing much honour to the ſaint, or 
good to the audience ; but have 
drawn it with truth and ſobriety, re- 
preſenting it as it was, as conſiſting 
of virtues the moſt worthy of imita- 
tion, — and grounded, not upon apo- 
cryphal accountsand legendary inven- 
tions, the wardrobe from whence po- 
pery dreſſes out her ſaints on theſe 
days,—but upon matters of fact in 
the ſacred Scriptures, in which al! 
chriſtians agree. And ſince I have 
mentioned popery, I cannot better con- 
clude than by obſerving, how ill the 
ſpirit and character of that church 
reſembles that particular part of St. 
Peter's which has been made the ſub- 
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ect of this diſcourſe. Would one 
think that a church, which thruſts 
itſelf under this apoſtle's patronage, 
and claims her power under him, 
would preſume to exceed the degrees 
of it which he acknowledged to poſ- 
ſeſs himſelf—But how ill are your 
expectations anſwered, when inſtead 
of the humble declaration in the text, 
—Ye men of Iſrael, marvel not at us, 
as if our own power and holineſs had 
wrought this; —ʒ you hear a language 
and behaviour from the Romiſh court, 
as oppoſite to it as inſolent words and 
actions can frame. — 
So that inſtead of, Ye men of Iſrael, 
marvel nat at us,. e men of Iſrael, 
do marvel at us, hold us in admira- 
tion: Approach our ſacred pontiff, 
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xo is not only holy—but holineſs 
itſeif) — approach his perſon with re- 
verence, and deem it the greateſt ho- 
nour and happineſs of your lives to 
fall down before his chair, and be ac- 
mitted to kiſs his feet. — LEE 


Think not, as if it were not our 
own holineſs which merits all the ho- 
mage you can pay us.—It is our own ' 
_ holineſs, the ſuperabundance of it, 
of which, having more than we know 

what to do with ourſelves, —from 
works of ſupererogation, we have 
transferred the ſurplus in ecclefiaftic 
ware houſes, and in -pure zeal for the 


good of your ſouls, have eftabliſhed 
public banks of merit, ready be 
drawn upon at all times. — * 
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Think not, ye men of Iſrael, or ſay 


within yourſelves,” that we are unpro- 


fitable ſervants ; e have no good 


works to ſpare, or that if we had,— 


we cannot make this uſe of them; — 


that we have no power to circulate 


our indulgences,—and huckſter them 


out, as we do, through all the parts 
of Chriſtendom. Know ye by theſe 
preſents, that it is our own power 
which does this; - the plenitude of 


our apoſtolick power operating with 
our own holineſs that enables us to | 
bind and looſe, as ſeems meet to us 
on earth z—to ſave your ſouls or de- 
liver them up to Satan, and as they 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe, to indulge whole 
kingdoms at once, or excommunicate 
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them all ;—binding kings in chains, 
and your nobles in links of i iron.— 

That we may never again feel che 
effects of ſuch language and prin- 
ciples, - may God of his mercy grant 
us. Amen. | 
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Thirtieth of January. 


Ezra-ix, 6, 7. 

Anu I ſaid, O- my Gad, I am kid 

and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, 

my God :— for our iniguities are in- 

creaſed-over our bead, and our treſ- 

| paſs is grown up unto the heavens.— 

Since the days of our fathers bave 

we been in mn... this 
day. — 


HERE is not, I believe, 
throughout all. hiftory, an in- 
ſtance of ſo ſtrange and obſtinately 
corrupt apeople, asthe Jews, of whom 
Ezra complains ;z—for though, on one 


\ 
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hand. chere never was a people chat 
received ſo many teſtimonies of God's 
favour , to encourage them to be 
good,—ſo, on the other hand, there 
never was a people which ſo often 
felt the ſcourge of their iniquities to 
diſhearten them from doing evil,— 

And yet neither the one or the 
es ſeem'd ever able to make them 
either the wiſer or better ;—neither 
God's bleſſings, nor his corrections 
could ever ſoften them ;—they till 
continued a thankleſs, unthinking 
people, who profited by no leſſons, 
neither were to be won with mercies; 
nor terrified with puniſhments, - but 
on every ſucceeding trials and occa- 
lions, extremely diſpoſed againſt God, 
_ 20 go aſtray and act wickedly, 


ag 2B 


S ERMON XVIE 65 

In the words of the text, the pro- 
phet's heart overflows with ſorrow, 
upon his reflection of this unworthy 
part of their character; and the 
manner of his application to God, is 
ſo expreſſive of his humble ſenſe o 
it, — and there is ſomething in the 
words ſo full of tenderneſs and ſhame 
for chem upon that ſcore,—as be- 
ſpeaks the moſt paternal, as well as 
paſtoral concern for them.-And: he 
ſaid, =O my God, I am aſhamed, — 
and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, 
my God. No doubt, the holy man 
was confounded to look back upon 
that long ſeries of ſo many of God's 
undeſerved mercies to them, of which 
they had made ſo bad and ungrateful 
a uſe: he conſidered, that they had 

Vol. V. F 
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all the motives that could lay re- 
ſtraints either upon a conſiderate or 
a reaſonable people; - that God had 
not only created, upheld, and fa- 
voured them with all advantages in 
common with the reſt of their fellow- 


creatures, — but had been particularly 
kind to them that when they were 
in the houſe of bondage, in the moſt: 
hopeleſs -condition,—he had heard 
their ery and took compaſſion upon 
their afflictions, and by a chainof great 
and mighty deliverances, had ſet them 
free from the yoke of oppreſſion.— 
The prophet, no doubt, reflected at 
the ſame time, that beſides this in- 
ſtance of God's s goodneſs i in firſt fa- 
vouring their miraculous eſcape,— 


a ſeries of ſucceſſes, not to be ac- 
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counted for from ſecond cauſes, and 
the natural courſe. of events, had 
crowned their heads in ſo remarkable 


a manner, as to afford an evident 


proof, not only of God's general 
concern, but of his particular provi- 
dence and attachment to them above 
all people: —in the wilderneſs he 
led them like ſheep, and kept them 
as the apple of his eye ;—he ſuffered 
no man to do them wrong,—but re- 
proved even kings for their ſake; 
that when they entered into the pro- 
miſed land, no force was able to 
ſtand before them; — when in poſ- 
ſeſſion, — no army was ever able to 
drive them out; — that nations greater 
and mightier than they, were thruſt 
forth from before them that, in a 
F 2 LF 
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word, all nature for a time was driver 
backwards by the hands of God, to 
ſerve them, and that even the ſun 
itſelf had ſtood ſtill in the midſt of 
heaven, to ſecure their victories 3— 
that when all theſe mercies were caſt 
away upon them, — and no principle 
of gratitude or intereſt could make 
them an obedient people, God had 
tried by misfortunes to bring them 
back; — that when inſtructions, warn- 
ings, invitations, miracles, prophets, 
and holy guides had no effect, — he 
at laſt ſuffered them to reap the 
wages of their folly, by letting them 
fall again into the ſame ſtate of bon- 
dage in Babylon, from whence he 
had firſt raiſed them. — Here it is 
that Ezra pours out his confeſſion.— 
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It was no ſmall aggravation to Ezra's 
concern, to find that even this laſt 
trial had no good effect upon their 
conduct ;—that all the alternatives 
of promiſes and threats, comforts and 
afflictions, inſtead of making them 
grow the better, - made them ap- 
parently grow the worſe :—how could 
he intercede for them, but with ſhame 
and ſorrow ;—and ſay, as in the | 
text. O my God, I am aſhamed and 


bluſh to lift up my face to thee, — 
for our iniquities are increaſed over 
our heads, —and our treſpaſs is grown 
up unto the heavens; ſince the 
days of our fathers have we been in 
a great treſpaſs unto this day.— 


Thus much for the prophet's hum- 
ble confeſſion to God for the Jews, 
3 
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| for which he had but too juſt a 
foundation given by them; — and I 
know not how I can make a better 
uſe of the words, as the occaſion of 
the day led me to the choice of 
them, than by a ſerious application 
af the ſame ſad confeſſion, in regard 
to ourſelves. — | | 
Our fathers, like thoſe of the Jews 
in Ezra's time, — no doubt have done 
amifs, and greatly provoked God by 
their violence; — but if our own ini- 


quities, like theirs, are increaſed over 
our heads ;—if ſince the days of our 
| fathers we have been in great treſpaſs 
ourſelves unto this day,—tis fit this 
day we ſhould be put in mind of it; 
—nor can the time and occaſion be 
better employ'd, than in hearing with 
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patience the reproofs winch ſuch a 


l t n acknowledged, t therei Is no 


+a 4a 4% 


ordinary reaſons and ſupernatural mo- 
tives to become thankful and virtuous 
as the Jews had! yet, at the fame 
time, there is no one which has not 
ſufficient (and ſetting aſide at preſent 

the conſideration of a future ſtate as a | 
reward for being ſo)—there is no na- 
tion under heaven, which, beſides the 
daily bleſſings of God's providence 


to them, but have received ſufficient 
bleſſings and mercies at the hands of 
God to engage their beſt ſervices, and 
the warmeſt returns of gratitude they 


can pay: there has been a time, 
F4 ; 
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may be, when they have been de- 
livered from ſome grievous calamity, 
from the rage of peſtilence or fa- 
mine,—from the edge and fury of 
the ſword, —from the fate and fall 
of kingdoms round them they 
may have been preſerved by provi- 
dential diſcoveries, and plots, and de- 
ſigns againſt the well-being of their 
ſtates,—or by critical turns and revo- 
lutions i in their favour when begin- 
ning to fink ;—by ſome ſignal inter- 
poſition of God's providence ;—they 
may have reſcued their liberties, and 
all that was dear to them, from the 
jaws of ſome tyrant or may have 
preſerved their religion pure and un- 
corrupted, when all other comforts 
fail'd them, — | 
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I other countries have reaſon to 
be thankful to God for any one of 
theſe mercies, much more has bis of 
ours, which at one time or other hath 
received them all; inſomuch that 
our hiſtory, for this laſt century, has 
ſcarce been any thing elſe but the hiſ- 
tory of our deliverances, and God's 
bleſſings,.—and theſe in ſo compli- 
cated a chain, and with ſo little inter- 


ruption,—as to be ſcarce ever vouch - 
ſafed to any nation or language be- 
f ſides, except the Jews ;—and with 
regard to them, though inferior in 


the ſtupendous manner of their work- 
ing, —yet no way fo in the extenſive 
goodneſs of their effects, and the in- 
finite benevolence which muſt have 
wrought them for us. — Here then let 
us ſtop and look back a moment, and 
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inquire, as in the caſe of the Jews, 
what great effects all this has had 
upon our lives, and how far worthy 
we have lived of what we have re- 
ceived — 8 


3 kranger,—when he heard—that 
this iſland had been ſo favoured by 
heaven,—ſo happy in our laws and 
religion, —ſ0 flouriſhing i in our trade, 
—ſo bleſſed in our ſituation and na- 
tural product, —and i in all of them ſo 
often, — ſo viſibly protected by pro- 
vidence,—would conclude, our gra- 
titude and morals had kept pace 
with our bleflings and he would 
fay,—as we are the moſt bleſſed and 
favoured, —that we muſt be the moſt 

- virtuous and religious people upon 
the face of the earth. 
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Would to God ! there was any 
other reaſon to ineline one to ſo cha- 
ritable a belief for without running 
into any common · place declamation 
upon the wickedneſs of the age, e 
may ſay within the bounds of truth, 
that we have profited in this reſpect 
as little as it was poſſible for the 
Jews z— that there is as little virtue, 
—and as little ſenſe of religion, at 
leaſt as little 'of the appearance of it, 
as can be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all, in 
a country where it is countenanced 
by the ſtate. Our forefathers, what- 
ever greater degrees of real virtue 
they were poſſeſſed of, - God, who 
ſearcheth the heart, beſt knows; 
but this is certain, in their days they 
had at leaſt— the form of godlineſs, 
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Land paid this compliment to teli- 
gion, as to wear at leaſt the appear- 
ance and outward garb of it. The 
public ſervice of God was better fre- 
quented,—and in a devout, as well 
as regular manner ;—there was no 
open profaneneſs in our ftreets to put 
piety to the bluſh, —or domeſtic ridi- 
cule, to make her uneaſy, and force 
her to withdraw. — 
Religion, though treated with free- 
dom, was ſtill treated with reſpect wats. 
the youth of both ſexes kept under 
greater reſtraint ;—good orders and 
good hours were then kept up in moſt 
famihes ; and, in a word, a greater 
ſtrictneſs and ſobriety of manners 
maintained throughout amongſt peo- 
ple of all ranks and conditions ;—fo 
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that vice, however ſecretly it might 
be * aſhamed to be 
ſeen— 


But all this has inſenſibly been 
borne down, ever ſince the days of our 
forefathers treſpaſs ;—when, to avoid 
one extreme, we hegan to run into 
another; — ſo that inſtead of any.great 
religion amongſt us, you ſee thou- 
ſands who are tired even of the form 
of it, and who have at length thrown 
the maſk of it afide,—as an n uſcleſs 
incumbrance.— 


But this licentiouſneſs, he would 
ſay, may be chiefly owing to a long 
courſe of proſperity, which 1s apt to 
corrupt mens minds.—God has ſince 
this tried you with afflictions ; you 
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have been viſited with a long and ex- | 
penſive war: God has ſent, more- 
over, a peſtilence amongſt your eattle, 
which has cut off the ſtock from the 
fold,—and left no herd in the ſtalls. 
—Surely he'll ſay,—two ſuch terrible 
ſcourges muſt have awakened the 
conſciences of the moſt unthinking 
part of you, and forced the inhabi- 
rants. of your land from ſuch ad- 
monitions, — though they failed with 
the Jews, to have learnt righteouſneſs 
for themſelves.— 


| Town this is the natural effect.— 

and one would hope ſhould always be 

the natural uſe and improvement from 

ſuch calamities; — for we often find 

that numbers who, in proſperity, ſeem 

to forget God, do yet remember 
3 
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him in the day of trouble and dif- 
treſs.Fet conſider this nationally, — 
we ſee no ſuch effect from it in fact, 
as one would be led to expect from 
the ſpeculation: for inſtance, - with 
all the devaſtation, bloodſhed, and 
expence which the war has occa⸗ 
ſioned, —how- many converts has it 
made to frugality,—to virtue, or even 
to ſeriouſneſs itſelf ? The peſtilence 
amongſt our cattle, though it has 
diſtreſſed and utterly undone ſo many 
thouſands, yet what one viſible alte · 
ration has. it made in the courſe 0 

And tnngh one mi imagine 
that the neceſſary drains of taxes for 
the one. - and the loſs of tents and 

property from the other, ſhould in 
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ſome meaſure have withdrawn the 
means of gratifying our - paſſions, -as 
we have done ;—yet what appear- 
ance is there amongſt us, that it 
is fo ?— Tens MO LODSTE d 
- 'What one faſhionable folly or ex- 
travagance has been checked by it? 
Is not there the ſame luxury and 
epicuriſm of entertainments at our 
tables? do we not purfue with eager- 
neſs the fame giddy round of trifling 
diverſions ?—is not the infection dif- 
fuſed amongſt people of all ranks, 
and all ages And even grey hairs, 
whoſe ſober example and manners 
ought to check the extravagant 
fallies of the thoughtleſs, gay, and 
unexperienced, too often totter un- 
der the ſame coſtly ornaments, and 
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join the general not. Where vanity, 
like this, governs the heart, even 
charity will allow us to ſuppoſe, that 
a conſciouſneſs of rheir inability to 
purſue greater exceſſes, is the only 
vexation of ſpirit, In truth, the ob- 
ſervation falls in with the main in- 
tention of the diſcourſe;—which is 
not framed to flatter your follies, but 
plainly. ro point them out, and ſhew 
you the general corruption of man- 
ners, and want of religion; — which 
all men ſee, —and which the - wife 
and good fo much lament.— 

- But the inquirer will naturally go 

on, and ſay, that though this repre- 

ſentation does not anſwer his expec- 

tations, that undoubtedly we muſt 

have profited by theſe leſſons in 
Vol. . 8 
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| Other reſpetsz—that though we. have 
not approved our underſtanding in 
the. ſight of God, by a virtuous uſe 
of our. misfortunes, to true wiſdem, 


that ve muſt have improved - them, 
however, to political wiſdom z—ſo 
that he would ſay, — though the 
Engliſh do. not appear to be à reli- 
gious people, they are at leaſt a 
loyal one: They have ſo aften felt 
the ſcourge of rebellion, and haue 
taſted ſo. much ſharp fruit / from it,. 
48 (o have ſet their teeth on edge 
for ever. But, good God how would 
he. be aſtoniſnec to find, that though 
we hade been {© often toſt to and 
fro by aur own 1tempeſtuous hu- 
mours that we were not yet iſick 
of the ſtorm that though we ſo- 
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lemaly, on exeryo aura of 4his days 
lament.ahe guik ef pur ferafathgrs 
in ſtaining Weir hands in blond. 
vr Heer ance think of out ,pringir 
ples od, practices, ieh tend the 
lame way ng though the previ- 
denge of :God has ſat hownds, that 
thay do. not week as much wiſehief. 
tig. little reaſon have we to aſcribe 
dhe meris.. thereof to, gur 00 wil: 
dom, ſo. chat, hg, 6 NG M5 WOK, AE; 
count is ſtated berwixe vs, —there | 
ſeems, nothing to prevent the appli; 
catign,.of che wgrds in the text 3 
char aur iniguiries are ingrealhd, ger 
aur head, and gur zreſpals. 8 grau 
up unto the heaxen.— Siace the. days 
of our fathers 2 we. been in 4 
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great treſpaſs unto this day ;—and 
| though'ir is fit and becoming that 


we: weep for them,. tis much more 
ſoy/ithat''we weep' for ourſelves, — 


that we lament our on corrup- 


tions. — and the little advantages we 
have made of the mercies or chaſtiſe- 
ments of God, —or from the fins and 
provocations of our forefathers.— 

This is the fruit we are to gather, 
in a day of ſuch humiliation z—and 
unleſs it produces that for us, by a 


| reformation of our manners, and by 


turning us from the error of our 
ways, - the ſervice of this day is more 
a ſenſeleſs inſult upon the memories of 
our anceſtors,—than an honeſt deſign 


to profit by their miſtakes and miſ- 


fortunes, and to become wiſer and 
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Till this is done, it avails lit- 
tle, though we pray fervently to 
God not to lay their ſins to our 
charge, whilſt we have ſo many re- 
maining of our on. Unleſs we are 
touched for ourſelves, how can we 
expect he ſhould hear our cry? It is 
the wicked corruption of à people 
which they are to thank for whatever 
natural calamities they feel this 
is the very ſtate wWe are in, - which 
by diſengaging providence from tak · 
ing our part, —will always leave 2a. 
people expoſed to the whole force of 
accidents, both from within and with- 

Qut :—and however ſtateſmen may 
G 3 


26 SEN MON XVII. 
aiſpute about the cauſes of tho growth 
or decay of kingdoms, —it is for this 
eauſe, a matter of eternal trutk,.— 
that as virtue and religion are our 
only recommendation to God, — that 
they are, conſequently, the only true 
baſis of our Happineſs and proſperity 
em earth. And however we may 
meſter ourſelves under diſtinctions of 
party,—thlikt a wicked man is the 
worſt enemy the Rate has; — and for 
the eontraty, it will always be found, 
that a virtuos man is the beſt pa- 
triot, and the Beſt ſubject the king 
Ras.—Arid though an individual may 
fay, what will my righteouſneſs pro- 
fit a nation of men ?- anſwer. if 
it fail of à bleſſing here (which is 
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not likely), it will have one advan - 
tage, —it will fave thy own ſoul, 
and give thee that peace at the laſt, 
which this world cannot take away.— 

Which God, of his infinite mercy, 
grant us all, Amen. 


G4 
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Rouans i 1 


Deſpile 1: thou the riches of bis goodueſs, | | 
and forbearance, and long ſuffering, — 


knowing that the goodneſs of God 
leadeth Thee to repentance * 


So way St. Paul. And 


| EccLeS1ASTES viii. 11. 


Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work 
is not executed ſpeedily ; therefore the 
heart of the ſons of men is ful = in 

them! to do evil —"\ 


\AKE either as you like i it; = 
will get nothing by the . 


gaip.- — 


'TigaterriblecharaQerofche py 
which Solomon is here accounting 
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for,—that their hearts were fully ſet 

in them to do evil And the general 
outcry againſt the wickedneſs of the 
age, in evety age, from Solomon's 
dowm to'this, ſhews but too Iarent- 
ably what grounds have all along 
beer given for the complaint,— | 


I The diſorder and confufion ariſing 

in the affairs of. the world from the 
wickedneſs of it, being ever fuch, — 
ſa evidently ſeen, —ſo ſeverely felt, 
as naturally to induce every one who 
was a ſpectator or a ſufferer, to give 
the melancholy preference to the times 
| le ved in; as if the corruptions of 
men's manners had not only exceeded 

the reports of former days, but the 
power almoſt of riſing above the 
_ pitch to which the wickedneſs of che 
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aps was artived —How far they may 
have been-/deceived-in ſuch valcula · 
tons, J fall not inequlre let it 
ſuffice, that martkind Nuve ever been 
bad „ conſicering whar mocives they 
Have had to be better; — and taking 
this for granted; inſte ad of dechiimitig 
agaifiſtif, let us ſee whether a diſcourſe 
may not be as ſerviceable, by endea- 
voitting, as Solomon las here 'dbne, 
| rather to give an account of it, and 

by tracing back the evils to their firſt 
principles, to direct ourſelves t fo > the 
true remedy againſt them,— | 8 oy 
Let it here only be premiſed,— 
that the wickedneſs either of the pres 
ſent or paſt times, whatever ſcandal. 
and. reproach it brings upon chri· 
| ſtians,—ovght not in reaſon to reflect 
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diſhonour upon chriſtianity, which i is 
ſo apparently well framed to make 
us good, that there is not a greater 
paradox in nature, than that ſo good 

a religion ſhould be no better recom- 
mended by its profeſſors — Though 
this may ſeem a paradox,—'tis ſtill, 
1 ſay, no objection, though it has of- 
ten. been made uſe of againſt chriſti- 
anity ec hay if the morals of men 
are not reformed, it is not owing, to 
a defect in the reyelation, but tis 
owing to the ſame cauſes which de- 

Yeated all the uſe and i intent of reaſon, 
— before revelation was given, —F or 
ſetting aſide the obligations which a 
divine law lays upon us,—whoever 
conſiders the ſtate and condition of 


human nature, and. __ this view, 
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how much ſtronger the natural mos 
tives are to virtue than to vice, would 
expect to find the world much better 
than it is, or ever has been. — For 
who would ſuppoſe the generality of 
mankind · to betray ſo much folly; a 
to act againſt the common intereſt of 
their on kind, as every man does 
who yields to the temptation of what 
is wrong . But on the -other-fideg— - 
if men firſt look into the practice of 
the world, and there obſerve the 
ſtrange prevalency of vice, and how 
willing men are to defend as well a8 
to commit it, —one would think they 
believed that all diſcourſes of virtue 
and honeſty" were mere matter of 
ſpeculation for men to entertain ſome 
idle hours with ;—and ſay truly; that 
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men ſaamed uni varſally to be agreed 
in: noching um in ſpeaking well and 
diſhongur upon reefon han it does 
upon revelation he truth of the 
caſe being this, chat no motives 
have been great enough to reſtrain 
thoſe from ſin ho have ſecretly loved 
it, and only ſought pretences for the 
pretlice af it. So that if the light 
of abe. goſpel has. not llaſt a ſufficient 
proviian again the wickedneſs af = 
dhe world. the true anſwor is, that 
there can be gone. Tis ſuſfichnt 
| doerine and precepts, and jts proper 

tendengy-40 make vs virtuaus as well 
as happy ista ſtrang evidence af its 
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it has above any inſtitution that ever 
helps, and the greateſt obligatian to 
gratitude, —But as religion was notto 
work upon men by way. of foro and 


natural neceflity,—but by Moral ger- | 


ſuaſion,—which ſets good and evi} | 
before them;z—ſo. that, if men have 
power to do evil, or chuſe the good, 
and will abuſe it, this cannot be avpid : 
ed. Not only religion, but even rea- 
ſon ĩtſelf, muſt neceſſarily imply after: 
dom of choice; and all the beingꝭ in the 
world, which have it, were created free 

to ſtand or free to fall: and therefore 

men hat vill aut be xought upon by 
this way rey muſt expect, and 
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ve eontentedd to feel the ſtroke of that 


af a righteous governor, he will 
finally render to every man TI 
to his works, — n 


Beecauſe this ſentence is not always 


executed ſpeedily, is the wiſe man's 
account of the general licentioufneſs 
* which prevailed through the race of 


mankind, —ſo early as his days; and 


we may allow it a place, amongſt 
the many other fatal cauſes of depra- 
vation in our own ;—a few of which, 


I" hall vey Teave to add to this ex- 
plication of the wife man's ; ſubjoin- 


ing a few practical cautions in rela- 
tion to each, as J go along— a 


* nn. Shao. as [Tl 
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SERMON XVIII. 
To begin with Solomon's account 
in the text,—that-. becauſe. ſentence. 
_ againſt an evil work is not executed 
ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the 
ſons of men are fully ſer . | 
do evil.— | | | 


It ſeems 4 Mud ado 


ſtand the conſequence, . why men 


ſhould - grow more deſperately 
wicked, - becauſe God is merciful. 


and gives them ſpace to repent j— - 


this is no natural effect. nor does 


the wiſe man intend to inſinuate that 


the goodneſs and long ſuffering of 

God, is the cauſe of the wickedneſs 

of man, by a direct efficacy to harden 

ſinners in their courſe.— But the, 

ſcope of his diſcourſe i is this, Becauſe 

a vicious man eſcapes at preſent, he 
Vou, V. H 
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is apt to draw falſe concluſions from 


piriiſhment in this life; either to 


| conceive them at fo remete a- dif- 


tanee, or perhaps ſo uncertuin, chat 
though he has ſome doubrful- mif- 


gings of | the future, yet he hopes 
in the main, that his fears ave greater 


than his. danger; — and from obſervy- 
iag forme of the. worſt af. men both 
le: and die without any outwand 


| reſtimony: of Goth wrathy—draws 


oft encouvagenrent for himſelf, and 
with the wicked in the pſalm, ſays 


is his heart,” Fulh, 1 hall never bo 


caſt down, there ſhall no harm Rap- 


pen unto me: as if it was neceffary, 


if God is to puniſh at all, that he 


5 1 
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muſt do it preſently j—which Win 
way, would rather ſeem to beſpeak 
rage and fury of an intenſed party, 
than the determinatidti öf 4 wilt and 

patient judge. h reſpites puniſn- 
ment to another ſtate, declaring for 
the wiſeſt reaſons,” this is not the 
time for it to take place in, but 
that he has appointed a day for it, 
wherein he will judge the world in 
_ righteouſneſs, and make ſuck unal- 
terable diſtinctions betwixt the good” 
and bad, —as to render his future 
judgment a full vindication we * | 
juftice,— | 
That mankind 10 ever made an 
in uſe of this forbearance, is, and I 
fear will ever be, the caſe :—and St. 
Peter, in his deſcription of the ſcof- 
1 
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fers in the latter days, who, be tells 

us, ſhall walk after their own, luſts, 

(the worſt of all characters) he gives 

the ſame ſad ſolution of what ſhould 
be their unhappy. encouragement z—— 
for chat they would ſay, —Where is 
the promiſe [where is the threaten- 
ing, or declaration of, 5 encyſenia] 
of his coming,—for ſince the fathers 
fell aſleep all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the cre- 
ation; — that is, the world goes on 
in the ſame uninterrupted courſe, 
where all things fall alike to all, 


without any interpoſition from above, 
—or any outward token of divine 
diſpleaſure : — upon this ground, 
«Come ye,” ſay they, as the prophet 
repreſents them, « ] will fetch wine 
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and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong. 
drink, and to-morrow ſhall be as. this 
day, and much more abundant.— / 

| Now if you conſider, you will find, 
that all this falſe way of reaſoning 
doth ariſe from that groſs piece of 
ſelf-fattery, that ſuch do imagine 
God to be like themſelves, that is, 
as cruel and revengeful as they 
are, —and they preſently think, if a 
fellow. creature offended them at the 
rate that ſinners are faid to offend 
God, and they had as much power 
in their hands to puniſh and torture 
them as he has, they would be ſure 
to execute it ſpeedily ;—but becauſe 
they ſee God does it not, therefore 
they conclude, that all the talk of 
God's anger againſt vice, —_ his 
* 


* 


10 SERMON Xvi. 
future puniſhment of it, —is mere 
talk, calculated for the terror of old 
women and children.— Thus ſpeak 
is no peace; for though · a ſinner 
(which the wiſe man adds by way 
of cautiqn after the text) for though 
a ſinner do evil 2 hundred times, 
and his days be prolonged upon the 
.carth,—yet ſure I know, that it ſhall 
be well with them that fear God,— 
but ſhall not be well with the 
wicked.—Upon which argument, the 
pſalmiſt, ſpeak ing in the name of 
God, —uſes this remonſtrance to one 
under this fatal miſtake which has 
miſled thouſands ;—theſe things thou 
didſt, and I kept filence :—And it 
ſeems this ſilence was interpreted 
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into conſent; for it follows, —and 


thou thoughteſt I was altogether ſuch 
a one as thyſelf ;—but the pſalmiſt 


adds, how ill he took this at men's 
hands, and that they ſhould not know 
the difference between the forbear- 
ance of ſinners, - and his negle& of 
their fins but I will reprove thee, 
and ſet them in order before thee. 
Upon the whole 'of which, he bids' 
them be better adviſed, and conſider, 
leſt, while they forget God, he pluck 
them away, and there be none to 
deliver them. 


Thus much for the fiſt 3 
and cauſe which the text gives, Why 
the hearts of the ſons of men are ſo 
fully ſet in them to do evil: upon 
which 1 have only one or two cau- 

H 4 
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tions to add That, in the firſt place, 
we frequently deceive ourſelves in 
the calculation that ſentence -ſhall 
not be ſpeedily. executed. — By ſad 
experience, vicious and debauched 
men find this matter to turn out very 
different in practice, from their ex- 


pectations in theory; God having 


o contrived the nature of things 
throughout the whole ſyſtem of moral 
duties, that every vice, in ſome 
meaſure, ſhould immediately revenge 
itſelf upon the doer ;—that falſehood, 
and unfair dealing, ends in diſtruſt 
and diſhonour; — that drunkenneſs 
and debauchery, ſhould weaken the 
thread of life, and cut it ſo ſhort, 
that the tranſgreſſor ſhall not live out 
half his days z—that pride ſhould be 


. ' . 
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followed by mortifications; — extra- 
vagance by poverty and diſtreſs ;— 
that the revengeful and malicious, 
ſhould be the greateſt tormentor of 
himſelf, the perpetual diſturbance 
of his own mind, being ſo imme» 
diate a chaſtiſement, as to verify what 
the wiſe man ſays upon it.— That as 
the merciful man does good to his 
- own ſoul, fo he that is cruel troubleth ö 
his own fleſn. * 
In all which caſes there is is a puniſh. 
ment independent of theſe,” and that 
is, the puniſnment which a man's 
own mind takes upon itſelf; from 
the remorſe of doing what is wrong. — 
Prima eſt hc ultio. this is the firſt 
revenge which (whatever other pu- 
niſhments he may eſcape) is ſure to 
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Follow cloſe upon his heels, and | 
Haunts him whereſoever he goes 3z— 
for whenever a man commits a wilful 
bad action, che drinks down poiſon, 
which, though it may work ſlowly, 
will work ſurely, and give him per- 
-petual pains. and heart-aches, —and 
if no means be uſed to expel it, will 
deftroy him at laſt—So that, not- 
withſtanding that final ſentence of 
God is not executed ſpeedily in exact 
weight and meaſure, - there is never- 

theleſs a ſentence executed, which 

a man's own conſcience pronounces 
«againſt him; —and every wicked man, 
J believe, feels as regular a proceſs 
within his own breaſt commenced 


much accuſed, and as evidently and 


SERMON XVI. 107 
impartially condemned for what he 
has done amiſs, as if he had received 
ſentence. before the moſt awful tri- 
bunal ;——which judgment of conſci- 
ence, as it can be looked upon in no 
other light but as an anticipation of 
that righteous. and unalterable ſen- 
tence which will be pronounced here- 
after by that Being to whom he is 
finally to give an account of his ac- - 
tions I cannot canceiye the ſtate of 
his mind under any character than of 
that. anxious doubtfulneſs deſcribed 
by the prophet, —That the wicked 
are like the troubled ſea when it can- 
not reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire 
and filth. . 

A ſecond caution againſt this uni- 
form ground of falſe hope, in ſen- 
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tence not being executed ſpeedily, 
will ariſe from this conſideration.— 
That in our vain calculation of this 
diſtant point of retribution,” we ge- 
nerally reſpite it to the day of judg - 
ment ; — and as that may be a thou- 
ſand, or ten thouſand years off, it pro- 
portionably leſſens the terror. To 
rectify this miſtake, we ſhould firſt 
conſider, that the diſtance of a thing 
no way alters the nature of it.— 
2dly, That we are deceived in this 
diſtant proſpect, not conſidering that 
however far off we may fix it in this 
belief, that in fact it is no farther off 
from every man than the day of his 
own death.— And how certain that 
day is, we need not ſurely be re- 
minded: Tis the certainty of the 


j 
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matter, and of an event which will as. 
ſurely come to paſs, as that the ſun 
ſhall riſe to-morrow morning, — that 
ſhould enter as much into our calcu- 
lations, as if it was hanging over our. 
heads. For though, in our fond ima- 
ginations, we dream of living many 
years upon the earth ;—how unex- 
pectedly are we ſummoned from it? 
—How oft, in the ſtrength of our 
age, in the midſt of our projets, — 
when we are promiſing ourſelves the 
eaſe of many years ?—how oft, at 
that very time, and i in the height of 
this imagination, is the decree ſealed, 
and the commandment gone forth to 
call us into another world? 

This may ſuffice for the examina- 1 
ron of this one great cauſe of the 
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corruption of the world 3— from 
whence I ſhold proceed, as I pur- 
poſed, to an inquiry after ſome other 
unhappy cauſes which have 4 "ſhite 
in this evil.— But I have taken up ſo 
much more of your time in this than 
I firſt intended, — that I ſhall defer 
what have to ſay to the next occa- 
ſion, and put an end to this diſtourſe, 
by an anſwer to a queſtion often aſked 
relatively to this argument, in preju- 
dice of chriſtiamty, which cannot be 
more ſeaſonably anſwered than in a 
diſcourſe at this time — and that is, | 
Whether the chriſtian religion has 
done the world any ſervice in reform- 
ing the lives and morals of mankind, 
—which ſome who pretend to have 


conſidered the prefent ſtate of vice, 
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ſeem to doubt of ? This odjection 
I. in ſome meaſure, have anticipated. 
in the beginning of this diſcourſe; 
and what I have to add to that argu». 
ment is this, that as i is impoſſible 
to decide the point by evidence of 
facts, which at ſo great a. diſtance 
cannot be. brought together and com 
paredꝭ it muſt be decided by reaſun. 
and the probability of things; upon 
whieh iſſue, one might appeal to the 
moſt profeſſed deiſt, and truſt him to 
determine, - whether the lives of thoſe. 
who are ſet looſe from all obliga- 
tions,—but. thoſe of conveniency,— 
| can be compared with thoſe. who. have 

been bleſt with the extraordinary 
light of a religion? and whether ſo 


juſt and holy a religion as the chriſtian, 
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fections of God, —at the. ſame time 
that it impreſſes the moſt awful ones 
of his majeſty and power ;—a Being 


rich in mercies, but if they are abuſed, 
terrible in his judgments ;—one con- 


ſtantly about our ſecret paths,— 
|  aboutour beds :—who ſpieth out all 
our ways,—noticeth all our actions, 
and is ſo pure in his nature, that he 
will puniſh even the wicked imagina- 
tions of the heart; and has appointed 
a day wherein he will enter into this 
inquiry, and execute judgment ac- 
cording as we have deſerved.— 


If either the hopes or fears, the 


2 or reaſon of men are to be 


which ſets reſtraints even upon our | 
thoughts, —a religion which gives us 
the moſt engaging ideas of the per- 
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wrought upon at all, ſueh principles 
muſt have an effect, though, I ow], 
very far ſhort of what a thinking man 
ſhould expect from ſuch motives. 


No doubt, there is great room for 

amendment in the chriſtian world, — 
and the profeſſors of our holy reli- 
gion may in general be ſaid to be a 
very corrupt and bad generation of 
men, — conſidering what reaſons and 
obligations they have to be better. 
Yet ſtill I affirm, if thoſe reſtraints 
were leſſened, —the world would be 
infinitely worſe ;—and therefore we 
cannot ſufficiently bleſs and adore the 
goodneſs of God, ſor theſe advanta- 
ges brought by the coming of Chriſt, 
—which God grant that we may 
Vol. V. bs 
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live to be more deſerving of ;—that, 
in the laſt day, when he ſhall come 
again to judge the world, we may 


riſe to life immortal. Amen. 
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PSALM. xxxvii. 3. 


Put thou thy truſt in the Lord. — 


HOEVER ſeriouſly reflects 
upon the ſtate and condition 
of man, and looks upon that dark 
| fide of it, which repreſents his life as 
open to ſo many cauſes of trouble. 
when he ſees, how often he eats the 
bread of affliction, and that he is 
born to it as naturally as the ſparks 
fly upwards ;—that'no rank or de- 
grees of men are exempted from 
this law of our beings ;—but that 
F 2 
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all, from the high cedar of Liba- 
nus to the humble ſhrub upon the 
wall, are ſhook in their turns by 
numberleſs calamities and diſtreſ- 
ſes :—when one fits down and looks 
upon this gloomy ſide of things, with 
all the ſorrowful changes and chances 
which ſurround us,—at firſt-ſight,— 
would not one wonder, —how the 
ſpirit. of a man could bear the in- 
firmities of his nature, and what it 
is that ſupports him, as it does, under 
the many evil accidents which he 
meets with in, his paſſage through 
the valley of tears? Without ſome 
certain aid within. us to bear us up,— 
ſo tender a frame as ours, would be 
but ill fitted to encounter what gene · 
rally befals it in th's rugged jour- 
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ney :—and accordingly we find. 
that we are ſo curiouſly wrought by 
an all-wiſe hand, with a view to this, 
— that in the very compoſition and 
texture of our nature, there is a 

remedy and proviſion left againſt 
moſt of the evils we ſuffer ;—we be- 
ing ſo ordered, that the principle 
of ſelf-love given us for preſervation, 
comes in here to our aid, by open- 
ing a door of hope, and in the worft 
emergencies, farting us with a be- 
lief that we ſhall extricate ourſelves, 
and live to fee better days.— 

This expectation, though in fact 
it no way alters the nature of the 
croſs accidents to which we lay open, 


or does at all pervert the courſe f 


them,—yet impoſes upon the ſenſe 
1 3 | 
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of them, and like a ſecret ſpring in 
a well-contrived machine, though it 


cannot prevent, at leaſt it counter- 
balances the preſſure, —and ſo bears 
up this tottering, tender frame under 
many a violent ſhock and hard juſt- 
ling, which otherwiſe would unavoid- 
.ably overwhelm it.— Without ſuch 


an inward reſource, from an incli- 
nation, which is natural to man, to 
truſt and hope for redreſs in the moſt 
.deplorable condions, —his ſtate in 
this life would be, of all creatures, 
the moſt miſerable. When his mind 
was either wrung with affliction, —or 
his body lay tortured with the gout 
or ſtone, — did he think that in this 
world there ſhould be no reſpite to 
his ſorrow ;—could he believe the 
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pains he endured would continue 
equally intenſe, without remedy,— 
without intermiſſion ;—with what de- 
plorable lamentation would he lan- 
guiſh out his day, — and how ſweet, 
as Job ſays, would the clods of the 
valley be to him? - But ſo ſad a per- 
ſuaſion, whatever grqunds there may 
be ſometimes for it, ſcarce ever gets 
full poſſeſſion of the mind of man, 
which by nature ſtruggles againſt 
deſpair : ſo that whatever part of us 
ſuffers, the darkeſt mind inſtantly 
uſhers in this relief to ĩt. - points out 
to hope, encourages to build, though 


on a ſandy foundation, and raiſes an 
expectation in us, that things will 

come to a fortunate iſſue.— And in- 

deed it is ſomething ſurpriſing to 
| 5 
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conſider the ſtrange force of this pak 
fon ;—what wonders it has wrought 
in ſupporting men's ſpirits in all 
ages, and under ſuch inextricable 
difficulties, that they have ſometimes 
hoped, as the apoſtle expreſſes it, 
even againſt hope, —againft all like. 
hood ;—and have looked forwards 
with comfort under misfortunes, 
when there has been little or nothing 
to favour fuch an expectation, 

This flattering propenſity in us, 
which I have here repreſented, as it 
is built upon one of the moſt deceit- 
ful of human paſſions,—(that is)— 
ſelf-love, which at all times inclines 
us to think better of ourſelves, and 
conditions, than there is ground 
for how great ſoever the relief is, 


SERMON XIX. 121 
which a man draws from it at preſent, 
it too often diſappoints in the end, 
leaving him to go on his way ſorrow- 
ing. mourning,— as the prophet 
ſays, that his hope is loſt.—So that, 
after all, in our ſeverer trials, we 
ſtill find a neceſſity of calling in 
ſomething to aid this principle, and 
direct it ſo, that it may not wander 
with this uncertain expectation of 
what may never be accompliſhed, — 
but fix itſelf upon a proper object 
of truſt and reliance, that is able to 
fulfil our deſires, to hear our Cry, 
and to help us.— The paſſion of hope, 
without this, though in ftraits a 
man may ſupport his ſpirits for a 
time with a general expectation of 
better fortune;—yet, like a ſhip toſſed 
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without a pilot upon a troubleſome 
ſea, — it may float upon the ſurface 
for a while, but is never, —never 
likely to be brought to the haven 
where it would be.— To accompliſh 
this,—reaſon and religion are called 
in at length, and join with nature 
in exhorting us to hope ;—but to 
hope in God, in whoſe hands are the 
iſſues of life and death,—and with- 
out whoſe knowledge and permiſſion 


we know that not a hair of our heads 
can fall to the ground.—Strength- 
ened with this anchor of hope, which 
keeps us ſtedfaſt, when the rains 
«deſcend, and the floods come upon 
us, — however the ſorrows of a man 
are multiplied, he bears up his head, 
looks towards heaven with confi- 
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dence, waiting for the ſalvation of 
God: — he then builds upon a rock 
againſt which the gates of hell can- 
not prevail. - He may be troubled, it 
is true, on every fide, but ſhall net 
be diſtreſſed, —perplexed, yet not in 
deſpair: though he walks through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
even then he fears no evil; this red 
and this ſtaff comfort him. 


The virtue of this had been fuffi- 
ciently tried by David, and had, no 
doubt, been of uſe to him in the courſe 
of a life full of afflictions; many of 
which were ſo great, that he de- 
clares, that he ſhould verily have 
fainted under the ſenſe and appre- 
henſion of them, but that he believed 
to ſee the gocdneſs of the Lord in the 
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land of the living.— He believed! 
how could he do otherwiſe? He had 
all the conviction that reaſon and in- 


ſpiration could give him, — that there 
was a Being in whom every thing 
concurred which could be the proper 
object of truſt and confidence ;— 
power to help, and goodneſs always 
to incline him to do it. He knew 
this infinite Being, though his dwel- 
ling was ſo high—that his glory was 
above the heavens,— yet humbled 
himſelf to behold the things that are 
done in heaven and earth :—that he 
was not an idle and diſtant ſpectator 
of what paſſed there, but that he was 
a preſent help in time of trouble :— 
that he bowed the heavens and came 
down to over-rule the courſe of 
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things; delivering the poor, and him 
that was in miſery, from him that was 
too ſtrong for him; lifting the ſimple 
out of his diſtreſs, and guarding him 
by his providence, ſo that no man 
ſhould do him wrong: that neither 
the ſun ſhould ſmite him by day, nei- - 
ther the moon by night, —Of this the 
Pſalmiſt had ſuch evidence from his 
obſervation on the life of others, with - 


the ſtrongeſt conviction, at the ſame 
time, which a long life full of perſonal 


deliverances could give ;—all which 
taught him the value of the leſſon in 
the text, from which he had received 
ſo much encouragement himſelf, — 
that he tranſmits it for the benefit of 
the whole race of mankind after him, 
to ſupport them, as it had done him, 
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under the afflictions which befel. 
him. 

Truſt in God; —as if he had ſaid, 
Whoſoever thou art that ſhall here 
after fall into any ſuch ſtraits or trou- 
bles as I have experienced, —learn by 
my example where to ſeek for ſuccour; 
—truſt not in princes, nor in any child 
of man, for there is no help in them: 
—the ſons of men, who are of low de- 
gree, are vanity, and are not able to 
help thee ;—men of high degree are 
a lie. too often deceive thy hopes, 
and will not help thee :—but thou; 
when thy ſoul is in heavineſs,—turn 
thy eyes from the earth, and look up 
towards heaven, to that infinitely 
kind and powerful Being, who nei- 
ther ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth; who is 
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a preſent help in time of trouble 
deſpond not, and ſay within thyſelf.— 
why his chariot wheels ſtay ſo long 2 
and why he vouchſafeth thee not a 
ſpeedy relief? but arm thyſelf in 
thy misfortunes with patience and 
fortitude ;—truſt. in God, who ſees. 
all thoſe conflicts under which thou 
laboureſt, who knows thy neceſſities 
afar off, —and puts all thy tears into 
his bottle ;—who ſees every careful 


thought and penſive look, — and hears: 


every ſigh and melancholy groan. 
thou uttereſt.— 8 

In all thy exigencies truſt * de- 
pend on him ; nor ever doubt but 
he, who heareth the cry of the father- 
leſs, and defendeth the cauſe of the 
widow, if it is juſt, will hear thine, 
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and either lighten thy burden, and 
let thee go free; —or, which is the 
fame, if that ſeems not meet, by 
adding ſtrength to thy mind, to ena- 
ble thee to ſuſtain what he has ſuf- 
fered to be laid upon thee. | 
Whoever recolle&s the particular 
pſalms ſaid to be compoſed by this 
great man, under the ſeveral diſtreſſes 
and croſs accidents of his life, will 
perceive the juſtice of this paraphraſe, 
which is agreeable to the ſtrain of 
reaſoning, —which runs through,— 
which is little elſe than a recollection 
of his own words and thoughts upon 
thoſe occaſions, in all which he ap- 
pears to have been no leſs i ſignal in 
his afflictions, than i in his piety, and 


in that goodneſs of ſoul which he 
2 
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diſcovers under them.—1 ſaid, the 
refletions upon his own life and 
providential eſcapes, which he had 
experienced, had had a ſhare in form- 
ing theſe religious ſentiments of truſt 
in his mind, which had ſo early taken 
root, that when he was going to 
fight the Philiſtine,—when he, was 
but a youth and ſtood before Saul,— 
he had already learned to argue in 
this manner.:—Let no man's heart 
fail him thy ſervant kept his fa- 
ther's ſheep, and there came a lion 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of 
the flock, and I went out after him 
and ſmote him, and delivered it out 
of his mouth; and when he aroſe. 
againſt me, I caught him by the 
beard, and ſmote him, and ſlew- 

Vol. V. K | 


a9 SERMON XIX. 
Him thy ſervant ſlew both the lion 
and the bear, and this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine wilt be as one of them 
for the Lord, who delivered me out 
of the paw of the lion, and out of 
the paw of the bear, —he will alio 
deliver me out of his hand _ 


The concluſion was natural, and 
the experience which every man has 
had of God's former loving kindneſs 

and protection to him, either in dan- - 
gers or diſtreſs, dees unavoidably 
engage him to think in the ſame 
train. — It is obſervable that the 
apoſtle St. Paul, encouraging the 
Corinthians to bear with patience the 
trials incident to human nature, re- 
minds them of the deliverances that 
God did formerly vouchſafe to him, 
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and his fellow-labourers, Gaius and 
Ariſtatchus : αν d on that . ground 
builds a rock of encouragement, for 
future truſt and | dependance on 
him, His life had been in very 
great Jeopardy at. Epheſus,—where 
he had like to har been brought 
our tei the theatre to he devoured by 
wild beaſts, and indeed had n hu 
man means to avert;—and. conſe · 
quently/to eſcape it and therefore; 
he tells them, that he had this ad- 
vantage by it, that the morg he be- 
lieved he ſhould be put to death, 
the more he was engaged by his 
deliverance, never to depend on any 
worldly truſt, bur only on God, who 
can reſcue from the greateſt extre- 
mity, even from the grave and death 

K 2 | | 
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itſelf.— For we would not, brethren, 
ſays be, have you ignorant of our 
trouble, which came to us in Aſia, 
that we were preſſed out of meaſure, 
above our ſtrength, inſomuch that 
had rhe ſentence of death in our- 
ſelves, that we-ſhould not truſt; in 
ourſelves, but in God, who raiſeth 
the dead, who delivered us from ſo 
great a death, and doth deliver, and 
in whom we rut this ble will ſtill 


deliver us. 
A; 
And, indeed a ; ſtronger argument 


cannot be brought for future truſt, 
than the remembrance of paſt pro- 
tection;— for what ground or reaſon 
can I have to diſtruſt the kindneſs 
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of that perſon, who has always been 
my friend and benefaor ? aa 

On whom can I better rely for 
aſſiſtance i in the day of my diſtreſs, 
than on him who ſtood by me in all 
mine affliction ? and, when I was at 
che brink of deſtruction, delivered 
me out of all my troubles? Would 
it not be highly ungrateful, and 
reflect either upon his goodneſs or 
his ſufficiency, to diſtruſt that pro- 
vidence which has always had a 
watchful eye over me ?—and who, 
according to his gracious promiſes, 
will never leave me, nor forſake me; 
and who, in all my wants, in all my 
emergencies, has been abundantly 
more willing to give, than I to aſk 
it. If the former and the latter rain 

K 3 


an harveſt have never yet failed ;— 
land, or doubt, but that he who 
ſeedeth the raven, and providently 
catereth for the ſparrow, ſhould like- 
wiſe be my comfar?—How unkkely 
is it that ever he ſhould ſuffer his truth 
to fail? This train of reflection, from 
the conſideration. of . paſt mercies, is 
fuirable and natural to all man- 
kind: there being no one, who, by, 
calling to mind God's kindneſles, 
which have been ever of old, but 
will ſee cauſe to apply the argument 

And though, in looking back upon 
the Evens which have befallen us, 
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we are apt to attribute too much to 


the arm of fleſh, in recounting the 


more ſucceſsful parts of them; ſay- 
ing, My wiſdom, my parts, and 
addreſs, extricated me from this miſ- 
fortune my foreſight and penetra- 
tion ſaved me from a ſecond my 
courage, and the mightineſs of my 


ſtrength, carried me through 4 
third: However we are accuſtomed 


to talk in this manner, yet whoever 
coolly fits down and reflects upon 
the many accidents, (though very im- 


properly called ſo) whieh have be- 


fallen him in the courſe of his life,. 
when he conſiders the many amaz- 


ing turns in his favour, ſametimes 


in the moſt unpromiſing caſes, and 
often brought about by the moſſ 
©, 
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unlikely cauſes ;—when, he remem- 
bers the particular providences which 
have gone along with him, the 
many perſonal deliverances which 
have preſerved him, —the unaccount- 
able manner in which he has been 
enabled to get through difficulties, 
which on all ſides; beſet him, on one 
time of his life, or the ſtrength of 
mind. he found himſelf endowed 
with, to encounter afflictions, which 
fell upon him at another period: 
where is the man, I ſay, who looks 
back with the leaſt religious ſenſe, 
upon what has thus, happened to 


1 


1 him, who could not give you ſuſfi- 


cient proofs of God's power, and his 
arm over him, and recount ſeveral 
caſes, wherein the God of Jacob was 
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his help, and the Holy One of Iſrael 
his-redeemer ? | 

Haſt thou ever laid upon the bed 
of languiſhing, or laboured under a 
grievous diſtemper which threatened 
thy life ? Call ro mind thy ſorrowful 
and penſive ſpirit at that time; and 
add to it, who it was that had mercy 
on thee, that brought thee out of 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death; 
and made all 2 98 bed in N * 
u 

Hath the ſcantineſs of thy con- 
dition hurried thee into great ſtraits 
and difficulties, and brought thee 
almoſt to diſtraction ?—Conſider who 
it was that ſpread thy table in that 
wilderneſs of thought, —who was it 
made thy cup to overflow, ho 
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added a friend of conſolation to thee, 
and thereby ſpake peace to thy 
troubled · miad.Haſt thou ever ſuſ- 
tained; any conſiderable damage in 
thy ſtock or trade ? — Bethink thyſelf 
who it was that gave thee a ſerene 
and contented mind under thoſe 
loſſes.— If thou haſt recovered, — 
conſider Who it was that repaired 
thoſe: breaches, When thy own fill 
aid endeavouts failed: call to mind 
whoſe providence has bleſſed them 
ſince, —whoſe hand it was that has 
ſince ſet. a hedge about thee, and 
made all that thou haſt done to 
proſper, — Haſt thou ever been 
wounded in thy more tender parts, 
through the loſs of an obliging huſ- 
band ? —or haſt thou been torn away 


SERMON XIX. 139 
from the embraces of a dear and 
promiſing child, by its OR 
death ?— 

O conſider,” whether the God of 
truth did not approve himſelf a father 
to thee, when fathertefs,—or a huſ! 
band to thee, when a widow, and 
has either given thee a name better 
than of ſons and daughters, or even 
beyond thy hope, made thy remain- 
ing tender branches to grow up tall 
and beautiful, like the cedars of Li- 
banus— 

Strengthened by theſe e 
tions, ſuggeſting the ſame or like 
paſt deliverances, either to thyſelf, — 
thy friends or acquaintance,—thou 
wilt learn this great leſſon in the 
text, in all thy exigencies and diſ- 
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wefles,—to truſt God; and whatever 
befalls thee, in the many changes and 
chances of this mortal life, to ſpeak 
comfort to thy ſoul, and to ſay in 
che words of Habakkuk the be prophet 
with which I conclude,— | 
Although the fig-tree | ſhall not 

bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in 
the vines - although the labour of 
the olive ſhall fail, and the fields 
ſhall yield no meat; although the 
flock ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herd in 
the ſtalls; yet we will rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of our 
ſalvation.— 


To whom be all honour and a gory 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Exopus 7 9 14. HTS 
But if a a man come preſunptuouſy per 


bis neighbour, to flay bim with 
guile; ;—thou ſhalt take bim from * 
3 5 that Wh die.” FOOT IO 


J the ond. nh 8 8 of 
ſociety, was our mutual pro- 
den from the depredations which 
malice and avarice lays. us open 
to,. — ſo have the laws of God laid 
proportionable reſtraints againſt ſuch 
violations as would defeat us of ſuch 
a ſecurity. Of all other attacks 
which can be made againſt us,. that 
of a man's life, —which is his all, — 
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being the greateſt, —the offence, in 
| God's. diſpenſation to the Jews, was 
denounced as the moſt heinous, — 
and repreſented as- moſt un pardon- 
able.— At the hand of « every man's 
brother wil I. require. the "life of 
man. .—Whoſp thedderh man's s blood, 
by man ſhall his blood be bed 
Ye ſhall take no ſatisfaction for the 
fe of a munderer he thall ſurely 
be put to death, So ye ſhall not 
pollute the land wherein ye are, 
ot blood defileth che land ; — and the 
land eannot be cleanſed of biood 
that is ſhed therein, but by the blood 
of him that ſhed it. For this reaſon, 
dy the laws of all civitized nations, 
in all parts of the globe, en 
punifhed with death.— 


nities have ſo far/incorporated theſe 
ſevere diſpenſations into their muni · 
cipal laws, as to allow of no diſ- 
tinction betwixt murder and homix 
cide, —at leaſt. in the penalty z— 
leaving the intentions of the ſeveral 
parties concerned in it to that Being 
who knows the heart, and will adjuſt 
the differences of the caſe here» 
after. This falls, no doubt, heavy 
upon particulars.— but it is urged 
for the benefit of che whole. At is 
not the buſineſs of a preacher to 
enter into an examination of the 
grounds and reaſons for ſo ſerming 
2 ſeverity, Where moſt ſevere 
they have proceeded, no doubt, 
from an exceſs of abhorrenoe of a 
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crime. — which is, of all others, 
moſt terrible and ſhocking in its 
own nature, - and the moſt direct 
attack and ſtroke at ſociety as the 
ſecurity of a man's life was the firſt 
protection of ſociety, —the ground- 
work of all the other bleſſings to be 
defired from ſuch a compact. — 
Thefts, —oppreſſions, —exaCtions, and 
violences of that kind, cut off the 
| branches z this ſmote the root: 
all periſhed with it; the injury irre- 
parable. No after · act coul make 


amends for it.— What recompence | 


can he give to a man in exchange 
for his life ?—Whar ſatisfaction to 
the widow;—the fatherleſs,—to the 
family,—the friends, — the relations, 
—cut off from his protetion,—and 
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rendered perhaps deſtitute.— perhaps 
miſerable for ever— 


No wonder, that, by the law of 
nature,—this crime was always pur- 
ſued with the moſt extreme ven- 
geance ;—which made the barbarians 
to judge, when they ſaw St. Paul 
upon the point of dying a ſudden and 
terrifying death, No doubt this man 
is a murderer ; who, though he has 
eſcaped the ſea, yet vengeance” ſuf- 
fereth not to live.— | 


The cenſure there was raſh and 
uncharitable ;—but the honeſt deteſt- 
ation of the crime was uppermoſt. 
They ſaw a dreadful puniſhment, 
they thought;—and in ſecing the 
one, - they ſuſpected the other, —And 

Wes, To. _L 
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the vengeance which had overtaken 
the holy man, was meant by them 
the vengeance and puniſhment of 
the almighty Being, whoſe provi- 
dence and honour was concerned in 
purſuing him, from the place he had 
fled from, to that iſland, 


The honour and authority of God 
is moſt evidently ſtruck at, molt cer- 
tainly, in every ſuch crime,—and 
therefore he would purſue it; it 
being the reaſon, ia the ninth of 
Geneſis, upon which the prohibi- 
tion of murder is grounded for 
in the image of God created he 
man; — as if to attempt the Ife 
of a man had ſomething in it pecu- 
liarly daring and audacious; not only 
ſhocking as to its conſequence above 
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all other crimes, - but of perſonal - 
violence and indignity againſt God, 
the author of our life and death, — 
That it is the higheſt act of injuſtice 
to man, and which will admit of no 
compenſation,—T have ſaid. —But the 
depriving a man of life, does not 
comprehend the whole of his ſuf- 
fering z he may be cut off in an 
unprovided or diſordered condition, 
with regard to the great account be- 
twixt himſelf and his Maker. He 
may be under the power of irregular 
paſſions and deſires The beſt of 
men are not always upon their 
guard, —And I am ſure we have all 
reaſon- to join in that affecting part 
of our Litany. That amongſt other 


evils God would deliver us from 
12 
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ſudden death ;—that we may have 
ſome fore · ſight of that period to 
compoſe our fpirits, —prepare our 
accounts, — and put ourſelves in the 
beſt poſture we can to meet it; for, 
after we are moſt prepared. —it is a 
terror to human nature, — - 
The people of ſome nations are 

faid to have a peculiar art in poiſon- | 
ing by flow and gradual advances.— 
In this caſe,— however horrid, —it 
favours of mercy with regard to our 
ſpiritual ſtate ;—for the ſenſible de- 
cays of nature, which a ſufferer muſt 
feel within him from the ſecret 
workings of the horrid drug,—give 
warning, and ſhew that mercy which 
the bloody hand that comes upon 
his neighbour ſuddenly, and lays him 
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may ſerve to admoniſh him of the 
duty of repentance, and to make his 
peace with God, whilſt he had time 
and opportunity. The ſpeedy exe 
cution of juſtice, which, as our laws 
now ſtand, and which were intended 
for that end. muſt ſtrike the greater 
terror upon that account. Short as 
the interval between ſentence and 
death is, — it is long, compared to cke 
caſe of the murdered. Thou al- 
lowedſt the man no time, —ſaid the 
judge to a late criminal, in a moſt 
affecting manner chou allowedſt 
him not a moment to prepare for | 
eternity ;—and to one who thinks at 
all. —it is, of all reflections and ſelf- 
accuſation, the moſt heavy and uns 

n 
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ſurmountable That by the hand of 
violence, a man in a perfect ſtate of 
health, —whilſt he walks out in per- 
fe ſecurity, as he thinks, with his 
friends ; perhaps whilſt he is ſteep» 
ing ſoundly, —to be hurried out of 
the world by the aſſaſſin, by a 
ſudden ftroke,—to find himſelf at 
the bar of God's juſtice, without 
notice and preparation for his trial.— 
d moſt horrible — 1. 
Though he be really! a good man, 
(and it is. to be hoped God makes 
merciful allowances i in ſuch cafes)— 
yet it is a terrifying conſideration at 
the belt ; — and as the injury is 
greater —there are alſo very aggra- 
vating circumſtances relating to the 


perſon who commits this act.—As 
| 12 
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when it is the effect not of a raſh 
and ſudden paſſion, which ſometimes 
diſorders and confounds reaſon for a 
moment, but of a deliberate and 
the ſun not only goes down, but riſes 
upon his wrath—when he ſleeps 
not—till he has ſtruck the ſtroke ;— 
when, after he has had time and lei- 
ſure to recalle&t himſelf, and con- 
ſider what he is going to do when, 
after all the checks of conſcience, — 
the ſtruggles of humanity,—the re- 
coilings of his own blood, at the 
thoughts of ſhedding another man's, 
—he ſhall perſiſt ſtill, - and reſolve 
ta. do it. Merciful God ! protect 
_us—from doing or ſuffering ſuch | 
evils.— leſſed be thy name and pro · 
L 4 | 
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vidence, which ſeldom or ever ſuffers 
it to eſcape with impunity.— In vain 
does the guilty flatter himſelf with 
hopes of ſecrecy or impunity : the | 
eye of God is always upon him.— 
Whither can he fly from his pre- 
ſence — By the immenſity of his 
nature, he is preſent in all places 
by the infinity of it, to all times; 
by his omniſcience, to all thoughts, 
words, and actions of men.— By an 
emphatical phraſe in Scripture, the 
blood of the innocent is ſaid to cry 
to heaven from the ground for 
vengeance; — and it was for this rea» 
ſony that he might be brought to 
Juſtice, that he was debarred the 
benefit of any aſylum and the eities 
of refuge. For the elders of his city 
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mall ſend and fetch him thence, and 
deliver him into the hand of the: 
avenger of blood. - and that their 1 
ſhould not pity him. | 

The text ſays,—Thou ſhalt ee 
him from my altar that he may die. 
It had been à very ancient imagi- 
nation, that for men guilty of this 
and other horrid crimes,—a place 
held ſacred, as dedicated to God, 
was a refuge and protection to them 
from the hands of juſtice. The law 
of God cuts the tranſgreſſor off from 
all deluſive hopes of this kind 
and I think the Romiſh church has 
very little to boaſt of in the ſanctu- 
aries which ſhe leaves open, for this 
and other crimes and irregularities. — 
Sanctuaries which are often the firt 


154 SERMON X. 
fore bring the greater fcandal and 
diſhonour to her — their 
pretenſions.— | Vai z bo 
Every ohſtruction of che courſe of 
juſtice,——is a door opened to betray 
ſociety, and bereave us of thoſe bleſſ- 
ing; which it has in view. To 
ſtand up for the privileges of ſuch 
places, is to invite men to ſin with 
à bribe of impunity. It is a ſtrange 


way of doing honour to God, to 


fereen actions which are a diſgrace to 
Humanity. {43 Ht neh 1 
What ſcripture and alt civilized 
nations teach concerning the crime 
of taking away another man's Hife, — 
is applicable to the wickednefs" of a 
man's — to bereave himſelf 
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of his own.—He has no more right 
over it. than over that of others: 
and whatever falſe gloſſes have been 


put upon it by men of bad heads or 
bad hearts, —it is at the bottom a 
complication of cowardice, and wick- 
edneſs, and weakneſs ; — is one of 
the fataleſt miſtakes, deſperation can 
hurry a man into; — inconſiſtent with | 
all the reaſoning and religion of the 
world, and irreconcileable with that 
patience under afflitions, that re- 
ſignation and ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God i in all ſtraits, which i is required 
of us. But if our calamities are 
brought upon ourſelves by a man's 
own wickedneſs, —fl} has he leſs to 
urge, — leaſt reaſon has he tu re- 
nounce the protection of God--when 
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he moſt ſtands in need of it, 2 of 
oy | 3, 99 


* 


But as I intend the ſabje& of ſelf- 
mins for my diſcourſe next Sun- 
day,—I ſhall not anticipate what 2 


have to ſay, — but proceed to con- 
ſider ſome other caſes, in which the 
law relating to the life of our neigh · 
bour i is tranſgreſſed i in different de- 
grees. — All which are generally 
ſpoken of under the ſubject of mur- 
der,—and conſidered by the beſt 
caſuiſts as a ſpecies of the ſame,—and 
in juſtice to the ſubject cannot be 


| pane” here, | 


St. J an ſays, Whoſoever 2 
ka der is a murderer z—it is the 
LErſt ſtep to this fin and our Savi- 
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our, in his ſermon upon the mount, 
has explained in how many lighter 
and unſuſpected ways and degrees, 
the command in the law, Thou ſhalt 
do no murder, may be oppoſed, if 
not broken. —All real miſchiefs and 
injuries maliciouſly brought upon a 
man, to the ſorrow and diſturbance 
of his mind,. — eating out the comfort 


of his life, and ſhortening his days, —— 


are this ſin in diſguiſe ; and the 
grounds of the Scripture expreſſing it 
with ſuch ſeverity, is, - that the be- 
ginnings of wrath and malice, —in 
event, often extend to ſuch great 
and unforeſeen effects, as, were we 
foretold them, — we ſhould give ſo 
little credit to, as to ſay,—ls thy ſer- 
vant a dog, that he ſhould do this 
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ching ?—And though theſe begin · 
nings do not 'neceſlarily produce the 
worſt (God forbid they ſhould), yet | 
they cannot be committed without 
theſe evil )ſceds are firſt own 5—As 
Cain's caultleſs anger (as Dr. Clarke 
obſerves) againſt his brother, to 
which the apoſtle alludes — ended 
in taking away his life; - and the beſt 
inſtructors teach us, that, to avoid a 
fin, -e moſt avoid the ſteps and 
temptations which lead to it... 

This ſhould warn us to free our 
minds from all tinftare of avarice, 
and deſire after what is another 
man's. —lt operates the fame way,— 
and has terminated too oft in the 
ſame crime.—And it is the great £x- 
cellency of the chriſtian religion, 
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ſtreſs. laid upon the firſt ſprings of 
evils in the heart; - rendering us ac- 
countable not only for our worde. 
but the thoughts themſelves, if nut 
checked in time, but fuffered to pro- 
oeed further than the firſt motions of 

Te have heard, therefore, ſays aur 
Saviour, that it was ſaid by them of - 
old time. Thou ſhalt not kill; — but 
I ſay unto you, —whoſoever is angry 
with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall 
be in danger of the judgment and 
whoſoever ſhall ſay to his brother, 
Raca,—ſhall be in dangerof the coun- 
cil ;—but whoſoever ſhall ſay, © thou 
fool,” —ſhall be in danger of hell- 
fire.— The interpretation of which 1 
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mall give you in the words of a great 
ſeripturiſt, Dr. Clarke, — and is as fol- 
Jows : That the three gradations of 
Crimes are an alluſion to the three 
different degrees of puniſhment, in 
the three courts of judicature amongſt 
the Jews.— And our Saviour's mean · 
ing was, That every degree of ſin, 
from its firſt conception to its out- 
rage. every degree of malice and 
hatred, ſhall receive from God a 
puniſhment proportionable to the of. 
fence.— Whereas the old law, ac- 
cording to the Jewiſh | interpretation, | 
extended not to theſe things at all, — 
forbade- only murder and outward in- 
juries—Whoſoever ſhall ſay, © thou 
fool,“ ” ſhall be in danger of hell- 
fire, —The ſenſe of which i is not Ls 
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in the ſtrict and literal acceptation, 
every raſh and paſſionate expreſſion 
ſhall be puniſhed with eternal dam- 
nation (for who then would be 
ſaved ?}—but that at the exact account 
in the judgment of the great day, 
every ſecret thought and intent of 
the heart ſhall have its juſt eſtimation 
and weight in the degrees of puniſh- 
ment, which ſhall be aſſigned to mo} 
one in his final ſtate, 
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There is another ſpecies of this 
crime which is ſeldom taken notice 
of in diſcourſes upon the ſubject, — 
and yet can be reduced to no other 
claſs :z—And that is, where the life of 
our neighbour is ſhortened, —and 
often taken away as ditectly as by a 
weapon, by the empirical fale of no- 

Vol. V. 5 


* 


| 
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ſtrums and quack medicines, which 
ignorance and avarice blend. The 
loud tongue of ignorance impu- 
dently promiſes much, and the car 
of the ſick is open.— And as many 
of theſe pretenders deal in edge 
tools, too many, I fear, periſh with | 
the miſapplication of them.— 
; So great are the difficulties of 
tracing out the hidden caules of the 


evils to which this frame of ours is 
ſubject, - that the moſt candid of the 
profeſſion ' have ever allowed and 
lamented how unavoidably they are 
in the dark,—So that the beſt medi- 
cines, adminiſtered with the wiſeſt 
heads, —ſhall often do the miſchief 
they were intended to prevent, 


Theſe are misfortunes to which we 
F * 1 1 ; , 
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are ſubject in this tate of darkneſs; 
without education, without know- 
ledge either of the diſtemper, or even 
of what they ſell - make merchan- 
dige of the muſcrable,—and from a 
diſhoneſt principle triſie with the 
pains of the unfortunate, too often 
with their lives,—and from the mere 
motive of a diſhoneſt gain, every 
ſuch inſtance of a perſon bereft of 
life by che hand of ignorance, can 
be conſidered in no other light than 
a branch of the fame root.—It is 
murder in the true ſenſe ;—which, 

though not cognizable by our laws,— 
by the laws of right. every man's own 
mind and conſcience muſt appeat 
equally black and deteſtable. — 

M 2 
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In doing what is wrong,—we ſtand 

chargeable with all the bad conſe- 
quences which ariſe from the action, 
whether foreſeen or not.— And as 
the principal view of the empiric in 
thoſe caſes is not what he always 
pretends, the good of the public, 
— but the good of > WO 
the action what it is.— 


Under this head it may not be 
improper to comprehend all adulte- 
rations of medicines, wilfully made 
worſe through avarice.—If a life i is 
' loſt by ſuch wilful adulterations,— 
and it may be affirmed, that in many 


critical turns of an acute diſtemper, 
there is but a ſingle caſt left for the 
patient, — the trial and chance of a 
ſingle drug in his behalf and if 
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that has wilfully been adulterated and 
wilfully deſpoiled of its beſt virtues, 
—-what will the vender anſwer ?— 

May God grant we may all anſwer 


well for ourſelves, that we may be 
finally happy. Amen. 


Sanctity of the Apoſtles. 


——— „ 


MaTTHEW xi. 6. 


Bleſſed is be, that ſhall not be offended 
| in me. 


HE general prejudices of the 
Jewiſh nation concerning the 
royal ſtate and condition of the Sa- 
viour, who was to come into the | 
world, —was a ſtone of ſtumbling, 
and a rock of offence, to the greateſt 
part of that unhappy and prepoſ- 
ſeſſed people, when the promiſe was 
actually fulfilled. —Whether it was 
altogether the traditions of their 
M 4 
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fathers, —or that the rapturous ex- 
preſſions of the prophets, which re- 
preſented the Meſſiah's ſpiritual xing- 
dom in ſuch extent of power and 
dominion, miſled them into it z—0r 
that their. own (carnal expectations 
turned wilful interpreters upon them, 
inclining them to look for nothing 
but the wealth and worldly grandeur 
which were to be acquired under 
their deliverer; - whether theſe.—or 
that the ſyſtem of temporal bleſſings 
helped to cheriſh them in this groſs 
and covetous expectation, —it was 
one of the great cauſes for their 
rejecting him.—* This fellow, we 
know not whence he is,”—was the 
popular cry of one part ;—and they 
who ſeemed to know whence he was, 
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ſcornfully turned it againſt him, by 
the repeated quere,.— Is not this the 
carpenter, the ſon of Mary, the 
brother of James and Joſes, and of 
Juda and Simon ? — and are not his 
ſiſters here with us? And they were 
offended at him. — So that, though _ 
it was prepared by God to be the 
glory of his people Iſrael, yet the 
circumſtances of humility, in which 
he was manifeſted, were thought a 
ſcandal to them. Strange! — chat he 
ho was born their king. —ſhould 
be born of no other virgin than 
Mary, — the meaneſt of their people; 
(for he hath regarded the low 
eſtate of his handmaiden)—and of one 
of the pooreſt too: for ſhe had not 
a lamb to offer, — but was / purified, 


- 
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as Moſes directed in fach a caſe, by 
the oblation of a turtle · dove that 
the Saviour of their nation, whom 
they expected to be uſhered atmidſt 
them with all the enſigns and appa- 
_ ratvs of royalty, ſhould be brought 
forth in a ſtable, and anſwerable to 
diftreſs ;j—ſubjected all his life to the 
loweſt conditions of humanity :—that 
whilſt he lived, he ſhould not have 
a hole to put his head in, nor. his 
corpſe in, when he died — but his 
grave too, muſt be the gift of cha- 
rity, — Theſe were thwarting conſt- 
 derations'to thoſe who waited for the 
redemption of Iſrael, and looked for 
it in no other ſhape, than the accom- 
pliſhment of thofe golden dreams of 

temporal power and fovereignty, 
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which had filled rheir imaginations. _. 
The ideas were not to be recon- 
ciled ;—and fo inſuperable an ob- 
ſtacle was the prejudice on one fide; 
to their belief on the other, that it 
literally fell out, as Simeon prophe- 
tically declared of the Meſſiah, - that 
he was ſet forth for the fall, as 
well as the riſing again, of many in 
Urael. | 

This, though it was the cauſe of 
their infidelity, —was however no ex- 
cuſe for it. For whatever their miſ- 
takes were, the miracles which were 

-wrought in contradiction to them, 
drought conviction enough to leave 
them without excuſe ; — and beſides, 
it was natural for them to have con- 
cluded, had their prepoſſeſſions given 
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them leave, that he who fed five 
thouſand with five loaves and two 
fiſhes, could not want power to be 
great ;—and therefore needed not ta 
appear in the condition of poverty 
and meanneſs, had it not, on other 
ſcores, been more needful to confront 
the pride and vanity of the world. 

and to ſhew his followers what the 
temper of chriſtianity Was, by the 
temper of its firſt inſtitutor who, 
though they were offered, and he 
could have commanded them, — de- 
ſpiſed the glories of the world — 
took upon him the form of a ſervant; 
—and though equal with God ,—yer 
made himſelf of no reputation. 

that he might ſettle, and be the ex- 
ample of fo holy and humble a reli- 
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gion, and thereby convince his dif. 
ciples for ever, that neither his king- 
dom nor their happinefs were to be 
of this world. —T hus the Jews might 
have eaſily argued ; but when there 


was nothing but reaſon to do it with 
on one fide, and ſtrong prejudices, 


backed with intereſt, to maintain the 


diſpute, upon the other, — we do not 


find the point is always ſo eaſily 


determined. — Although the purity 
of our Saviour's doctrine, and the 
mighty works he wrought in its ſup- 
port, were demonſtratively ſtronger 
arguments for his divinity, than the 
unreſpected lowlinefs of his condi- 
tion could be againſt it; yet the 
prejudice continued ſtrong; they 
had been accuſtomed to temporal 
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| promiſes; ſo bribed to do theit 
duty, — they could not endure to 
think of a religion that would not 
promiſe, as much as Moſes did, to 
fill their baſket, and ſet them high 
above all nations :—a religion whoſe 
appearance was not great and ſplen- 
did, — but looked thin and meagre;— 
and whoſe principles and promiſes, 
— like the curſes of their law, — 

called for ſufferings, and promiſed 


perſecutions, 


If we take ns Wes with us 


through the New Teſtament, it wil! 


det us into the ſpirit and meaning of 
many of our Saviour's replies in his 
conferences with his diſciples, and 
othors of the Jews 3 o particularly 
in. this place, Matthew) vi. when 
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John had ſent two of his diſciples to 
inquire, Whether it was he that 
ſhould come, or that they were to 
| look for another? Our Saviour, 
with a particular eye to this preju- 
dice, andthe general ſcandal he knew 


had riſen againſt his religion upon 
this worldly account, after a recital 
to the meſſengers of the many mira- 
oles he had wrought ; as that—the : 
'blind reeciv'd their ſight,—the lame 
walked, —the lepers were cleanſed, — 
the dead raiſed ; all which charac- 
demonſtrated him to be the Meſam 
that was promiſed them — he cloſes 
up his anſwer to them with the 
words of the text,. And bleſſed is 
he that Hall not be offended in me:; 
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— bleſſed is the man whoſe upright 
and honeſt heart will not be. blinded 
by worldly conſiderations, or hearken 
to his luſts and prepoſſeſſions in a 
truth of this moment, —The like 

benediction is recorded in the th 
chapter of St. Luke, and in the 6th of 
St. John ;—when Peter broke out in 
that warm confeſſion of their belief— 
Lord, we believe, — we are ſure that 
thou art Chriſt, the ſon of the living 
God. The ſame benediction is ut- 
tered, though couched in different 
words, Bleſſed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona; for fleſh and blood has not 
revealed it, but my father which is 
in heaven. —Fleſh and blood. the 
natural workings of this carnal de- 
ſire the luſt and love of the world 
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have had no hand in this conviction 
of thine; but my father, and the 
works which I have wrought in his 
name,—in vindication of this faith, 
— have eſtabliſhed thee in it, againſt 
which the gates of hell ſhall not 

This univerſal ruling principle, and 
almoſt invincible attachment, to-the 
| intereſts and glories of the world, 
which we ſee firſt made ſo powerful 
a ſtand againſt the belief of chriſti- 
anity,—has continued to have as ill 
an effect, at leaſt, upon the practice 
of it ever ſince; — and therefore, 
there is no one point of wiſdom, that 
is of nearer importance to us, than 
to purify this groſs appetite, and re- 
ſtrain it within bounds, by-lowering 
">, pe 
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aur high conceit of the things of 
this life, and our concern far thoſe 
To judge juſtly of: the would, —we 
maſt ſtand at a due diſtance. from 
1$3-—wWhich will diſcover to us the 
vanity of its riches and honours, in 
ſuch true dimenſions, as will engage 
us to behave ourſelves towards them 
wich moderation. This i is all that is 


wanting to make us wiſe and good ;; 
—that we may be left to che- full 


influence of religion to which 
chriſtianity ſo far conduces, that it is 
the great bleſſing, the peculiar ad- 
vantage we enjoy under its inſtitu- 
tion, —that i it affords us not only the 
moſt excellent precepts of this kind, 
but allo, i it ſhews us thoſe P 
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SERMON XXL, r7g 
confirmed by. moſt excellent exam- 
ples.— A heathen philoſopher may 
talk very elegantly about deſpiſing 
the world, and, like Seneca; may 
preſcribe very ingenious rules to teach 
us an art he never exerciſed himſelf : 
cor all the while he was writing in 
praiſe of poverty, he was enjoying 
| a great eſtate, and endeavouring to 
make it greater.— But if ever we 
hope to reduce thoſe rules to prac- 
tice, it muſt be by the help of reli- 
gion. —lf. we would. find men Who 
by their lives bore witneſs to their 
doctrines, we muſt look for them 
amongſt the. acts and monuments of 
dur church, -amongſt the firſt fol- 
lowers of their qrucified Maſterz whos 
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ſpoke experimentally, and took « care 
to make their words good, — by de- 
ſpiſing the world, and voluntarily 
accounting all things in it loſs, that 
they might win Chriſt.— O holy and 
bleſſed apoſtles !—bleſſed were ye 
indeed, — for ye conferred not with 
fleſh and blood, —for ye were not 
offended in him through any con- 
ſiderations of this world ; ye con- 
ferred not with fleſh and blood, nei- 
ther with its ſnares and temptations, 
— Neither the pleaſures of life, or 
the pains of death laid hold upon 
your faith, to make you fall from 
bim.— e had your prejudices cf 
worldly grrndeur in common with 
the reſt of your nation ;—ſaw, like 
them, your ne blaſted ; 
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but ye gave them up, as men go- 
verned by reaſon and truth.— As ye 
ſurrendered all your hopes in this 
world to your faith, with fortitude.— 
ſo did ye meet the terrors of the 
world with the ſame temper. —Nei- 
ther the frowns and diſcountenance of 
the civil powers,—neither tribulation 
or diſtreſs, or perſecution, —or cold, 
—0or nakedneſs, —or famine,—or the 
ſword, could ſeparate you from the 
love of Chriſt —Ye took up your 
croſſes cheerfully, and followed him: 
— followed the ſame rugged way— 
trod the wine-preſs after him; — 
voluntarily ſubmitting yourſelves to 
poverty, — to puniſhment, — to the 
ſcorn and the. reproaches of the 


world, which ye knew were to be 
Ng 
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the portion of all of you who en- 
gaged in preaching à myſtery ſo 
ſpoken againſt by the world ;—ſo un- 
palatable to all its paſſions and plea- 
ſures, —and ſo irreconcilable to the 
pride of human reaſon.— So that ye 
were, as one of ye expreſſed, and all 
of ye experimentally found, though 
ye were made as the hlth of the 
world, and the offscouring of all 
things, upon this account ;—yet ye 
went on as zealouſly as ye ſet out. — 
Ye were not offended, nor aſhamed 
of the goſpel of Chriſt ;—wherefore 
ſhould ye ?—The impoſtor and hy- 
poctite might have been aſhamet!;— 
the guilty would have found cauſe 
for it z=ye had no cauſe, though 
ye had temptation, — Ye preachefl 
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det what ye knew, and your honeſt 
and upright hearts gave evidence, 
the ſtrongeſt. to the truth of iti 
for ye left all, —ye ſuffered all, - ye 
gave all that your ſincerity had left 
you to give, Ye gave your lives at 
laſt as pledges and confirmations of 
your faith and warmeſt affe&ion for 
your Lord. Holy and bleſſed men 
Dye gave all, — when alas ! our cofd 
5 and frozen affection will part with 
nothing for his ſake, not even with 
our vices and follies, which are worſe 
than nothing ;—for they are vanity, 
and miſery, and death.— 


The ſtate of chriſtianity calls not 
now for ſuch evidences, as the 
apoſtles gaye of their attachment to 
it. — We have, literally ſpeaking, 
1 
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neither houſes nor lands, nor poſſeſ- 
ſions to forſake; —we have neither 
wives or children, or brethren or 
ſiſters, to be torn from; — no ra- 
tional pleaſure—or natural endear- 
ments to give up.—We have no- 
thing to part with,. but what is not 
our intereſt to keep, our luſts and 
| Paſſions, —We have nothing to do 
for Chriſt's ſake—but what is moſt 
for our own ;—that is,—to be tem- 
perate, and chaſte, and juſt, and 
peaceable, — and charitable, — and 
kind to one another.—So that if man 
could ſuppoſe himſelf in a capacity 
even of capitulating with God, con- 
eerning the terms upon whieh he 
would ſubmit to his government; 
and to chuſe the laws he would be 
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bound to obſerve. in teſtimony of 
his faith z—it were impoſlible for him 
to. make any propoſals which, ypon 
all accounts, ſhould be more advan- 
 kageous to his intereſts, —than thoſe 
very conditions to which we are 
already obliged; that is, to deny 
ourſelves ungodlineſs, to live ſoberly 
and righteouſly in this preſent life, 
and lay ſuch reſtraints upon our ap- 
petites as are for the honour of 
human nature,—the improvement of 
our happineſs, our health, —our 
peace,—our reputation and ſafety.— 
When one conſiders this repreſent- 
ation of the temporal inducements 
of chriſtianity, — and compares it 
with the difficulties and diſcourage- 
ments which they encountered who = 
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kieſt'made profeition of a perfecuted 
Aud hated religion at the fame 
| Lime that it raiſes: the idea of the 


fortitude and/fanftiry of theſe holy 


men, of whom the world is not wor- 
thy. it fadly diminiſhes that of our- 
Yelves,—which, though it has all the 
bleffings of this life apparently on 
its ſide to ſupport i it - yet can ſcarce 
be kept alive; and if ve may form 
A judgment from the little ſtock of 
religion which is left, ſhould God 
ever exat᷑t the ſame trials, —unleſs 
we greatly alter for the better,. —or 
there ſhould prove ſome ſecret charm 
in perſecution, which we know not 
of,—[t is much to be doubted, if the 
fon of man ſhould make this proof, 
"— this generation. whether there 
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would be found faith upon the 
earth. 

As this argument may convince 
us, ſo let it ſhame us into virtue. 
that the admirable examples of thoſe 
holy men may not be left us, or 
commemorated by us to no end;. — 
but rather that they may anſwer the 
pious purpoſe. of their inſtitution, 
to conform our lives to theirs, —that -. 
with them we may be partakers of 
a glorious inheritance, through Jeſus 
. Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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penances. 


— 
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1 Johx v. 3. 
And bis commandments are al 
grievous. 

O. — they are not grievous, my 
| dear auditors —Amongft the 
| many prejudices which at one time 

or other have been conceived againſt 
our holy religion, there is ſcarce 
any one which has done more dil. 
honour to chriſtianity, or which has 
been more oppoſite to the ſpirit of 
the goſpel, than this, in expreſs con- 
tradition to the words of the text, 
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That the commandments of God 
are grievous.” — That the way which 


leads to life is not only ſtrait, for 
that our Saviour tells us, and that 
with much tribulation we ſhall ſeek 
it but that chriſtians are bound 
to make the worſt or it, and tread it 
barefoot upon thorns and briers, — if 


ever they expect to arrive happily at 
their journey's end.— And in courſe, 


during this diſaſtrous pilgrimage, 
it 1s our duty ſo to renounce the 
world, and abſtract ourſelves from 
it, as neither to interfere with its 
intereſts, or taſte any of the plea- 
ſures, or any of the enjoyments of 
this life, — | 


Nor has this been confined merely 
to. ſpeculation, but has frequently 
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been extended to practice, as is 
plain, not any from the lives of 
many legendary faints and hermits, 

| —vhoſe chief commendatiom ſeems 


to have been, That they fled un- 
Le: from all commerce with 
their fellow creatures, and then: 
mortified,, and piouſly—half ſtarved 
themſelves. to death; „but likewiſe 
from the many auſtere and fantaſtic 


orders which we ſee in the Romiſh — 


church, which have all owed thei 
| origin and eltablühment to che fame 
| idle and extrayagant opinion. | big 
Nor is it to be doubted, but the 
affectation of ſomething like it in 
ur Methodiſts, when they deſcant 


upon the neceſſity of alienating them- | 
ſelyves from the world, and felling 
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all that they have,—is not to be 
aſcribed to the ſame miſtaken enthu- 
fiaſtic principle, which would caſt 
fo black a ſhade upon religion, as 
if the kind Author of it had created 
us on purpoſe to go mourning, all 
our lives long, in ſack- cloth and 
aſhes,—and ſent us into the world, 
as ſo many ſaint · errants, in queſt of 
adventures full of ſorrow and af- 
fiction. . 210 
| Strange force of enthufiaſm !— 
and yet not altogether unaccount- 
able. —For what opinion was there 
ever ſo odd, or action ſo extrava- 
gant, which has not, at one time or 
other, been produced- by i Ignorance, 
=—Conceit, — melancholy ; —a a mix- 


ture of devotion, with an ill con- 
1 
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currence of air and diet, operating 
together in the ſame perſon.— When 
the minds of men happen to be thus 
unfortunately prepared, whatever 
groundleſs doctrine riſes up, and ſet- 
tles itſelf ſtrongly upon their fan- 
cies, has generally the ill-luck to be 
interpreted as an illumination from 
the ſpirit of God and Whatever 
ſtrange action they find in themſelves. 
a ſtrong. inclination to do. that im- 
pulſe is concluded to be a call from 
heaven; and conſequently, chat they 
cannot err in executing it— 

If this, or ſome fuch account, was 
not to be admitted, how is it poſſible 
to be conceived that chriſtianity, which 
breathed out nothing but peace and 
comfort to man ind, which profeſ· 

Ves. VL. 
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ſedly took off the ſeverities of the 
Jewiſh law, and was given us in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs, to eaſe our ſhoul- 
ders of a burden which was too 
heavy for us that this religion, ſa 
kindly 'caloutared for the cafe and 
 tranquilhry of man, and enjoins no- 
thing but what is fuitable to his 
nature, ſhould be fo miſunderſtood 
or chat it ſhould ever be ſup- 
poſed;—that he who is infinitely | 
happy, could envy us our enjoy- 
ments or that a Being infinitely 
kind, would grudge a mournful paſ- 
ſenger a little reſt and refreſhment, 
to ſupport his ſpirits through a weary 
pilgrimage or that he ſhould call 
him to an account hereafter, be- 
cauſe, in his way, he had haſtily 

> | 
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ſnatched at ſome fugacious and inno- 
cent pleaſures, till he was ſuffered 
to take up his final repoſe, —This is 
no improbable account, and the many 
invitations we find in Scripture to a 
grateful enjoyment of the bleſſings 
and advantages of life, make it 
evident. The apoſtle tells us in the 
text,. That God's commandments 
are not grievous, —He has pleaſure 
in the proſperity of his people, and 
wills not that they ſhould turn tyrants 
and executioners upon their minds 
or bodies, and inflict pains and 
penalties on them to no end or pur- | 
poſe : — That he has propoſed peace 
and plenty, Joy and victory, as the 
encouragement and portion of his 
ſetyants 3 thereby inſtructing e 
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that our virtue is not neceſſarily en- 
dangered by the fruition of outward 
things ;—but that temporal bleſſings 
and advantages, inſtead of extin- 
guiſhing, more naturally kindle our 
love and gratitude to God, before 

' whom it is no way inconſiſtent both 
to worſhip and rejoice. 

If this was not ſo, why, you'll 
ſay, does God ſeem to have made 
ſuch proviſion for our happineſs?— 
Why has he given us ſo many powers 
and , faculties for enjoyment, and 
adapted ſo many objects to gratify 


and entertain them ?—Some of which 


he has created ſo fair,—with ſuch 
wonderful beauty, and has formed 
them ſo exquiſitely for this end, 


that they have power, for a time, to 
5 
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charm away the ſenſe of pain,. — to 
cheer up the dejected heart under 
poverty and fickneſs, and make it 
go and remember its miſeries no- 
more,—Can all this, you'll ſay, be 
reconciled to- God's wiſdom, which 
does nothing in vain z—or can it be 
accounted for on any other ſuppo- 
ſition, but that the author of our 
Being, who has given us all things 
richly to enjoy, wills us a comfort- 
able exiſtence even bere, and ſeems 
moreover ſo evidently to have ordered 
things with a view to this, that the 
ways which lead to our future happi- 
neſs, when rightly underſtood, he 
has made to be ways of ane 
and al ber paths peace. 
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From this repreſentation of things 
we are led to this demonftrative truth, 
then, that God never intended to 
debar man of pleaſure, under certain 
limitations. 


Fravellers on a buſinefs of the laſt 
and moſt important concern, may be 
allowed to pleaſe their eyes with the 

natural and artificial beauties of the 
country they are paſſing through, 
without reproach of forgetting the 
main errand they ere ſent upon 
—and if they ate not led out of | 


their road by: variety of proſpects, 
edifices and Tuins, would it not be 


a ſenſeleſs piece of ſeverity to ſhur 
their eyes againſt ſuch gratifica- 
tions ? — For who bas required ſuch ſer- 
vice at their hands ? 
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The humouring of certain appe- 
tites, where morality- is not con- 
cerned, ſeems ta be the means by 
which the Author of nature intended 

to ſweeten this journey of life, —and 
bear us up under the many ſhocks 
and hard joſtlings, which we are ſure 
to meet with in our way.—And a 
man might, with as. much reaſon, 
muffle up himſelf againſt. ſun-ſhine 
and fair weather, — and at other times 
_ expoſe himſelf naked to the incle- 
mencies of cold and rain, as debar 
himſelf of the innocent delights of 
his nature, for affected reſerve and 
melancholy. 

It is true, . 8 our 
paſſions are apt to grow upon us by 
indulgence, and become exorbitant, 
O0 4 
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if they are not kept under exact 
diſcipline, that by way of caution 
and prevention, twere better, at cer- 
tain times, to affect ſome degree of 
needleſs referve, than hazard any ill 
conſequences from the other extreme. 
But when almoſt the whole of reli- 
gion is made to conſiſt in the pious 
fooleries of penances and ſuffer- 
ings, as is practiſed in the church of 
Rome (did no other evil attend it), 
yet, ſince it is putting religion upon 
a wrong ſcent, placing it more in 
theſe than in inward purity and in- 
tegrity of heart, one cannot guard 
too much againſt this, as well as all 
other ſuch abuſes of religion, as 
make it to conſiſt in ſomething which 
« ought. not, — How ſuch mockery 


4 
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became a part of religion at firſt, 
or upon what motives they were ima- 
gined to be ſervices acceptable to 
God, is hard to give a better account 
of than what was hinted above; 
namely, - that men of melancholy 
and moroſe tempers, conceiving the 
' Deity to be like themſelves, a gloomy, 
diſcontented and ſorrowful heing,— 
believed he delighted, as they did, 
in ſplenetic and mortifying actions, 
and therefore made their religious 
worſhip to conſiſt of chimeras as wild 
and barbarous as their own dreams 
and vapours. 

What ignorance and enthuſiaſm 
at firſt introduced, now tyranny and 
impoſture continue to ſupport. —So 
that the political improvement of 
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theſe deluſions to the purpoſes. of 
wealth and power, is made one of 

the ſtrongeſt pillars which upholds 
the Romiſh rehgian ;-—which, with 
all its pretences to a more ſtriẽt mor- 
tification and ſanctity, - when you 
examine it minutely, is little: elſe 
than a mere pecuniary contrivance,— 
And the trueſt definition you can 

give af popery—is,—that it is a 
| ſyſtem put together and contrived to 
operate upon men's weakneſſes and 
paſſions, and thereby to pick their 


| pockets,—and leave them in a fit 


condition for its arbitrary deſigns. 
And indeed that church has not 
deen wanting in gratitude for the 
| good offices of this kind, which the 
doctrine of penances has done them; 
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for, in confideration of its ſervices, — 
they have raiſed it above the level 
of moral duties, —and have at length 
complimented it into the number of 
their ſacraments, and made it a ne- 
2 point to falvation. 

By theſe, and other tenets, no leſs 
politic and inquiſitional,—popery has 
found out the art of making men 
miſerable in ſpite of their ſenſes, 
and the plenty with which God has 
bleſſed them. 


. So that in many countries whers 
papery reigns, —bur eſpecially in that 
part of Italy where ſhe has raiſed her 
throne,—though, by the happineſs of 
its ſoil and climate, it is capable of 


producing as great variety and abun- 
dance as any country upon earth — 


204 SERMON XXII. 

yet ſo ſucceſsful have its ſpiritual 
directors been in the management 
and retail of theſe bleſſings, that they 
have found means to allay, if not 


entirely to defeat, them all, by one 


pretence or other. Some bitterneſs 
is officiouſly ſqueezed into every 
man's cup for his ſoul's health, till, 

at length, the whole intention of 
nature and providence is deſtroyed. 
At is not ſurpriſing, that where 
ſuch unnatural ſeverities are practiſed 
and heightened by other hardſhips, 
the moſt fruitful land ſhould be 


| barren, and wear a face of poverty 


and deſolation ;—or that many thou- 
ſands, as have been obſerved, ſhould 
fly from the rigours of ſuch a go- 
vernment, and ſeek ſhelter rather 


SERMON XXII. 20; 


amongſt rocks and deferts, than lie 
at the mercy of ſo many unreaſon- 
able taſk-maſters, under whom they. 

can hope for no other reward of their 
induſtry,—but rigorous ſlavery, made 
ſtill worſe by the tortures of un- 
neceſſary mortifications.— ] ſay un- 
neceſſary, —becauſe where there is a 
virtuous and good end propofed from 
any ſober inſtances of ſelf-denial and 
mortification, - God forbid we ſhould 
call them unneceſſary, or that we 
mould diſpute againſt a thing from 

the abuſe to which it has been put; 
and, therefore, what is ſaid in ge- 
neral upon this head, will be under- 
ſtood to reach no farther than where 
the practice is become a mixture of 
fraud and tyranny, but will no ways 
be interpreted to extend to thoſe 
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{elf-denials which the diſcipline of 
our holy church directs at this ſolemn 
ſeaſon ; which have been introduced 
| by reaſon and good ſeaſe at Grit, and 
have ſince been applied to ſerve no 
purpoſes, but thoſe of religion 
theſe, by reſtraining our appetites | 
for a while, and withdrawing our 
thoughts from groſſer objects,. — do, 
by a mechanical effect, diſpoſe us 
for cool and ſober reflections, incline 
us to turn our eyes inwards upon 
_ ourſelves, and conſider what we 
are,—and what we have been doing: 
| —for what intent we were ſent into 
the world, and what kind of charac- 
| ters we were deſigned to act in it. 
It is neceſſary that the mind of 
man, at ſome certain periods, ſuould 
be prepared to enter into this ac- 
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count; and without ſome ſuch dif- 
cipline, to cheek the inſolence of un- 
the conſcience, - che ſoul of man, 
capable as it is of brightneſs and 
perfection, would ſink down to the 
loweſt depths of darknefs and bru« 
| tality. However true this is, there 
ſtill appears no obligation to renounce 
the innocent delights of our beings, 
or to affect a fullen diſtaſte againſt 
them. —Nor, in truth, —can even 
the ſuppoſition of it be well admit- 
ted :—for pleaſures ariſing from the 
free and naturatexercife of the facul- 
ties of the mind and body, to talk 
them down, is like talking againſt 
the frame and mechaniſm of human 
nature, and would be no leſs ſenſe· 
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leſs than the diſputing- againſt the 
burning of fire, or falling downwards 
of a ſtone,—Beſides this, man is ſo 
contrived,, that he ſtands in need of 
frequent repairs z—both mind and 
body are apt to fink and grow, un- 
active under long and cloſe attention; 
and, therefore, muſt be reſtored by 
proper recruits.— Some part of our 
time may doubtleſs innocently and 
lawfully be employed in actions 
merely diverting; — and whenever 
ſuch indulgencies become criminal, 
it is ſeldom the nature of the actions 
themſelves, but the exceſs which 


makes them fo, | | 
But ſome one may here 8 

what rule are we to judge of exceſs 

in theſe caſes? —If the enjoyment of 
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che ſame ſort of pleaſures may be 
either innocent or guilty, according 
to the uſe or abuſe of them, how 
' ſhall we be certified where the boun- 
daries lie or be ſpeculative enough 
to know how far we may go with 
ſafety ?—TI anſwer, there are very 
few. who are not caſuiſts enough to 
make a right judgment in this point. 
For ſince one principal reaſon, why 
God may be ſuppoſed to allow plea- 
ſure in this world, ſeems to be for 
the refreſhment and recruit of our 
ſouls and bodies, which, like clocks, 
| muſt be wound up at certain inter: 
5 vals, —every man underſtands fo 

much of the frame and mechaniſm of 

himſelf, to know how and when to 

unbend himſelf with ſuch relaxations 
Vor. V. P i 
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as are neceſſary to regain his natural 
vigour and cheerfulneſs, without 


which it is impoſſible he ſnould either 
be in a diſpofition or capacity to diſ. 
charge the ſeveral duties of his life. 
— Here then the partition becomes 
viſible. 85 


Whienever we pay this tribute to 
our appetites, any further than is 
ſufficient for the purpoſes for which 
ir was feſt granted, the action pro- 
portionably loſes. ſome ſhare of its 
innocence! The ſurpluſage of what 
is unneceſſarily ſpent on ſech oceas 
ſons, is ſo much of the little portion 
of our time negligently ſquandered, 
which, in prudence, we ſhould apply 
better; - becauſe it was allotted us for 


more important uſes, and a different 
8 
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account will be required of it at our 
hands hereafter. 1 

For this reaſon, does it not evi- 
| dently follow, that many actions 
and purſuits, which are irreproach- 
able in their own natures, may be 
rendered blameable and vicious, from 
this ſingle conſideration, «That they 
have made us waſteful of the mo- 
ments of this ſhort and uncertain 
fragment of life, which ſhould be 
 almoft'one of our laſt prodigalities, 
fince of them all, the leaſt tetriev- 
able.” —Yer how often is diverſion, 
inſtead of amuſement and relaxation, 
made the art and buſineſs of life 
itſelf ?—Look round, what policy 
and contrivance is every day put in 
practice, for pre-engaging every lap 

FM 
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hour of the day for one idleneſs or 
that with ſo much ingenuity, as ſcarce 
to leave a minute upon their hands 
to reproach them,—Though we all 
complain of the ſhortneſs of life, 
out into the highways and ftreets of 


more diſtreſsful objects of this kind 
were to fit down, and write a bill of 
their time, though partial as that of 
the unjuſt ſteward, —when they found 
in reality that the whole ſum of it, 
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for many years; amounted to Mü 
more than this, that they had roſe 
up to cat,—to drink,—to play, — and 
had laid down again, merely becauſe 
they were fit for nothing elſe: 
when they looked back and beheld 
nn bea- 


5 e eee eee 


of ſo many unmeaning cyphers, 
good God !—how would they be 
aſhamed and confounded at the ac- 
onnnty:: i ot bien 7 2 > act 

| With what reflections will they be 
able to ſupport themſelves | in the 
decline of a life fo miſerably caſt 
away, —ſhould ir happen, a8 it ſome- 
times does.— that they have ſtood idle 
eren unto the eleventh hour. We 
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have not always. power, and are not. 


always in a temper, to impoſe upon 
ourſelves. When the edge of appe- 
tite ia worn dowo, and the ſpirits of 
youthful days are cooled, which hur- 
ried us on in à circle of pleaſure and 
| impertinence,—then reaſon and re- 
flection will have the weight which 
they deferve afflictions, or the 
bed of ſickneſs, will ſupply the place 
of conſcience; and if they ſnould | 
tail, old age will overtake us at 
laſt, =and ſhew us the paſt purſuits 
them in their true point of view. If 
there is any thing more to caſt a, 
cloud upon. ſo melanchaly a pro- 
ſpect as this ſhews us,—it is ſurely, 
the difficulty and hazard of having 
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all the work of the day to perform 
in the laſt hour; —of making an 
atonement to God, when we have no 
ſacrifice to offer him, but the dregs 
and infirmities of thoſe days, when 
we could have no pleaſure in them. 


How far God may be pleaſed ta 
accept ſuch late and imperfect ſer- 
vices, are beyond the intention of 
this diſcourſe. Whatever ſtreſs ſome 
may lay upon it,—a death-bed re- 
pentance is but a weak and ſlender 
plank to truſt our all upon.—Such 

as it is;to that, and God's infinite 
| mercies, we commit them, who will 

not employ that time and oppor- 
tunity he has given to provide a 
better ſecurity. 
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That we may all make à right 
8 the merits of his Son 
__ Chriſt, Amen. IP 
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